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Quern virum, out heroot lira, vel acri 

Tibia sumes ceUbrare, Clio ? 

Quern Deum ? Cujus recinent jocosa 

Nomen imago, HoR. 

What Don or Alcaide shall we prauiey 

In this pyebald affray : 
'Mong those who fought, or those who hoa^^d. 

Or those who ran away? 
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Vr HAt Caused the recent expedition to Spain? 
{tumour. Which averred that the '* universal'* 
Spanish monarchy^ would take up arms^ as one 
inan^ to resist the usurpation of Napoleon — Was 
it thus proved? No!— Then Rumour is a mea* 
sureless liar^ and so far from being often in the 
rights she is almost ever in the Wrong ; the mis'^ 
chief she has perpetrated in the parish^ is beyond 
human calculation to ascertain. 

What made the late administration send Ad* 
miral Duckworth to break his head against the 
rocks of the Dardanelles? Rumour!— What 
inade them send Mr. Whitelocke to Buenos 
Ayres> to manifest to our shame^ and that Ji^e 
was no Soldier ? Rumour ! — In truths there is 
no station wholly free from her baneful sor* 
ceries; she infecta the atmosphere we breathe^ 
and our faculties are perverted by her malign 
industry. 

Has she not wandered ^m policy to morals, 
and tainted the purity of the best orders of 
men ? Had she not the cruel audacity to affirm, 
that it was a limb of the '' Vice Society/* who 
caused the late conflagration at the theatres, in 
order to catch all the strumpets of the metro-* 
polis, as it were, in two tra^s I — ^^\»\xwiai ^sic• 
iinuatjon I 



In that whirlwind of false clamour^ which never 
stops to pattsci we Ar^ told^ on the ftrriyal of 
everjr vessel from the United States^ that there 
is a universal commotion among the people^ re- 
lative to the embargo^ and that the measure 
must be abandoned; whereas if they would tfttt 
deign to ponder for one moment^ they must 
know, that although, in Europe, the Govern- 
ments are every thing, and the people are no- 
thing: in America, the people are every thing, 
and the Government is nothing ; as the electors 
take the privilege, annually, of naming their 
representatives, and indignantly cashier those 
who are not honest in their aims« 

We find by Mr. Canning's reply to Mr. Pon- 
sonby, in the House of Commons,, on^the 28th of 
February, that the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs could not absolutely deny, that the Spa- 
niards had refused to admit English troops into 
Ciadiz ; some expectation may therefore be rea- 
sonably formed, that the harbour will be opened 
to the French, although it is shut to us '^ their 
magnanimous allies/' 

It is this egregious, but formidable Lady Ru^ 
mour, who bewilders the human intellect, by 
placing correspondents on the shores of the Bay 
of Biscay : who saw every thing, but what oc- 
curred, and related every things but what was 
true! She has literary manufactories all over 
the European Continent, in the wilds of Ame- 
rica, on the burning sands of Africa, and among 
the Gentoos of the Indies. Hence those won^ 



derful atcounts from Washington^ Bengal^ C6n« 
ftantiniQsple^ Vienna^ Berlin^ Holland^ Gotten-^ 
burgh^ Petersbargh^ and Kalnskatca. From 
those ereatiye recesses^ they poniard princes in 
Russia^ and thrust Bonaparte into the viscera of 
a crocodile ! Emboby armies in the norths and in-* 
surrections in the souths without permission of 
the parties^ or the knowledge of a bed-fellow ; 
and by way of amusement^ transport a smirking 
nabob upon the fangs of a royal tiger. From 
these inflammatory sources issue those astonish* 
ing epistles^ which are so greedily perused on 
the Stock Exchange^ through patent spectacles^ 
to the satisfaction of the Bulls, and the discom* 
fiture of the Bears; and what is afflictive to 
relate^ upon such frail testimonials^ depends the 
ascent or depression of the mercury of public 
opinion! — What a boundless stomach for no- 
velty has honest John Bull ? 
. As Rumour knows there is an extravagant 
expectation among the vulgar^ that Princes 
should be infinitely more than mortal; she 
has resolved, by the agency of her slaves, to 
make them somewhat less than men« — H<^nce 
have arisen ' those multifarious charges, whicli 
the many have embraced, but which contempt 
should have destroyed^ She has opened a raree 
show for royal imperfections, in the Forum, 
which every one is compelled to view through 
the miscroscope of spleen ! We can never be the 
apologists for folly, but we cannot subscribe to 
partial oppression^ for patt^ V\ftN«%« > 



Rttiiiioiir liaa now ledni iiito m fkbfttkmi 
illustration about a Cock and a Bull !*-^He baa 
twallowed two black crows^ said Gommou Re-^ 
port: I informed you it. was but one^ c^oined 
Exaggeration : You are wrong likewise^ added 
Curiosity^ as I told you merely^ it wa^ somethingp 
as black as a crow I 

Thus it is with the Duke of York^^he hatir 
participated with a courtesan, in selling comis^ 
siotts of the army, roared Malice> and carried 
away the money in bis coat pocket. That is not 
correct, added Detraction; I only said, that he 
participated with his mistress, in the sale of 
commissions, but not a syllable about the money. 
You are in error also, concluded Reason, as I 
simply declared, that his mistress used the sem--> 
blance of his authority to sell places in Church 
and State ; and thus it continually will 4)e, while 
our frailties make us subservient to beauty, and 
the tender passion holds dominion in the heart. 
He who denies the truth of this position, is a» 
hypocrite: and he who does not feel it, is lesa 
than a man* 

When the Duke of Cumberland, who waa 
uncle to his Majesty, was held in bondage by 
the rosy chains of Kitty Fisher, it was notwioua 
that she sold commissions in the army ; yet thera 
was no preternatural conrulsion of the earth % 
Madame du Barr£ used her influence withr 
Louis XV . for the same purpose. The late Couni^ 
tess of Yarmouth, who was the presumed dbf^ 
amie of George the Second, made a market of tibq 



peerage ! yet the van add moon kept on in tiieiir due 
eourie ; nor did Affectation run about the rtreets> 
howling hie ntger est t But it now aeems that the 
public morals are to be instantaneouriy white-« 
washed by a dq)utation from the Whig Club> and 
Corruption is to be sent to Coventry for ever ! . ' 

If any doubts were ever entertained of the 
unadulterated public iqiirit of that phalanx of 
Patriots, to whom the fiery passions are un4 
known^ those doubts were removed on their ad-- 
mission to power. We are offended by the want 
of disinterestedness in men who have made no 
boasting on the vif tiie ; but we are insulted and 
offended^ by those who 

HtM dife pMmise to our eaf » 
Btit l^resk it to our hope ! 

In the bettisr periods of British history^ meti 
argued from ti^eir principles ; they now argue 
from their subtlety. 

What species of authority is not abused ^ 
Where does not the current of vice prevail? 
I tremble for the fate of my country, when dis-* 
simulation assumes the scales of justice !- — ^Is not 
the stilndard of Immorality unfurled/ and waving 
in every direction, more horribly portentous than 
the ensigns of Attila, from the toilette of the 
countess, to the cabin on the moor ? I have 
witnessed as mitch repulsion, in demeanour^ and 
blasphemy in speech, from the smock-frocked 
lurchers of a village, as among the veriest ruf-^ 
fians^in the purlieus of St. &iles! The diss^lu^tA 
ooatagiMi cfattiges liiacKd% m \\v% %^^v\ ^as^iSi^N 
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nmniiig from the high to the low in morahj and 
from' the low to the high in manners; in the 
i^ue of whichy the rustic affects to he a libertine, 
and the Magmfico a haclaieyHJoachn,.« !-We 
might as reasonably expert a man to be tihin- 
fected in a pestilence^ as to seek for undeviating 
purity in the agency of these times^-when the 
attributes of a Gentleman are sinkings mo" 
mentarily^ into decay ! 



LORD FALMOUTH AND MR. PULTENEY. 

The lucrative sinecure of Commander of the 
Troop of Gentlemen Pensioners became vacant^ in 
the administration of the Duke of Newcastle : and 
it was promised to a gallant General^ who had no 
recommendation but what appertained to his 
military merits^ which were of the highest con-^ 
sideration to his country. Before the inv^iture 
had occurred^ the late Lord Falmouth Waited 
upon the minister^ Mr. Pulteney, and the follow- 
ing conversation happened. 

Lord Falmouth. — Mr. Pulteneyj your ser- 
vant. My services to the country ; phsa ! it is 
the administration I mean^ embolden me to ask 
the vacant place of Captain of the Gentlemen 
Pensioners. 

Mr. PuLTENEY. — His Migesty's Government^ 
my Lord^ are perfectly aware of your Lordship's 
zeal and importance^ but the situation in ques- 
tion has been unluckily promised to General ■ ■ . 
J^rd FALMOuTfi. — Mr. Pulteney, I Am not a 
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man of many word^i but you >9irill recoUect that 
I liave two boroughs. 

Mr. PuLTENBY.— I know that his Grace will 
be jdistressed b^ond measure at being compelled 
to refuse your Lordship any thing; but the office 
being already promised to a gentleman who stands 
80 high in the scale of national honor. — (An in^ 
terruption.) 

' Lord Falmouth. — Mr. Pulteney, recollect 
that I have two boroughs. 

Mr. PuLTENEir. — As your LoMship's merid 
are so indisputable^ I will speak to his Grace 
immediately upon the subject. Almost every 
other bonus of Government is at your Lordship's 

feet^ but this having been so notoriously disposed 
of to a claimant of virtue. — (Another inter- 
ruption.) 

Lord Falmouth.— rin a more emphatic tone.) 
jSir^ you seem to forget that I have two boroughs^. 

Mr. PuLTENEY. — Say no more^ my Lord, as 
I will endeavour to make an arrangement with 
his Grace. — Here the conversation terminated^ 
and the next day his Lordship had notice of his 
being appointed to the post of profit. 

This happened during the reign of George the 
Second ; and whether the perversion of right is 
effected by the influence of a mistress^ or a rotten 
borough^ we unhappily find that undue influence 
has ever prevailed^ and^ we fear, ever will. 



We have wandered, in some de^te.-^^ \5^ x^^^^H^. 
and explain those permc\o\x& «AtexD08j\^ VovO^vVk^^ 
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miny^ without examination into the substance of 
the allegation ! 

Many of our lords and our ladies are ko im- 
perfect that it were desirous they should be 
better. Yet where are nobility to be foutid, 
who are actuated by purer motives ? We have 
travelled much^ and have not found them.— Is 
it in Paris^ Vienna, Madrid^, or Pettersburgh, 
that you would search for their superiors in 
virtue? if you did, you would search in vain; 
It is lamentable that theife is a universal de- 
clension of manners. But in actions that de^ 
mand the sweeft effusions of benevolence ; when 
the bosom dpens to'give afflictioii shelter, there 
kra AO orders on ekfUtk who can run parallel with 
t^ British nobility! ' Were th6 frdlties 6f th^ 
iMftft;/ placed am a'proporticrdttb^ireMe, wh;h the 
ff$i]tim of ihe fewy the d^^i^ion^^ftom morals 
Would be iJkore iSjean! balade^^'tifit the pubticrty 
of raidc> makes the exposinr^ partial ; and the 
censor cannot^.^kke cognizance when the pei'pe- 
trator is not.known. v .. . }"■ , 

Of the Prince^ it may be tf uly said, that 

More simied against, than sinning. . ^ 

We we not prepared' to affirm that his Highness 
is ' immaculate ; but we have^the evidence of his^ 
life to prove, that he is intelligent, ttfercifiil, and 
Aoble. He has been doomed, ia a long proba-* 
tioiiary ordeal, to open that volume of bitti^rkiess^ 
wJrpjse p&ges^ may have '^ aii understanding, - but 
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no tongue i^' Being too generous for suspicion^ 
and too manly for subterfuge^ he yr^s xircum- 
vented by hypocrisy^ and thrown naked upon his 
enemies ! i 

Among those: Who have interested tfaemselyes 
ifi^Uie cause of Spaioj the name of the Duke of 
Qiieiensberfyv rrstonds gloriously cionspicuousw 
fttds ooblemavrwho is;noiw descenided intolfbe 
y^ltr ^ .yi9ais^ ^ has al8o> been : prbiiiDeat foe . <hil 
gallaj&tries.^ Yet we £iidr /^hea thk iidei tif 
goodness flows, .Aat ibere ift»oi«.i»ore,wajing 
.to strell its. divine stredm Ilritili..th0 "tribute^itf 
chatityl His roctet. oJSeriags'.floiped: itftabuniN 
diiinee^ Jike manna ia^thtf wilAoroeas^ lOi^eer tib# 
kil^ects of ipublie bi>imljr> ,iWe m4ao: jie^ disre^ 
^pect.to the cigid 4>bservjar ofiiforms^^iwhi^Qdre 
AVf^r^.that yre . Ahouldibave wore sibofre.fdiame 
on the tender operations of his gay^.bdt.feeUilf 
]ieart^4^attontbos^p^iita»ifivOrder4;vrhaari so 
eager to weigh ;the. «i6rit9:«f' the c^huipantjk Ibjn a - 
severe decorum, luiitb^idiobers of his; escistew^ 
we disedver those traits df magi^animity whiiDk 
arise ^ad sparkle in the face of heaven ; and ele<- 
vatjs the donor far above the pretrasiopsof ,th<Mie 
i/oo moralists^ who would tight-kcej^lpaik- 
sions^ and make our best energies but secondary 
to the zeal of worldly discretion. Though his 
Grace may feelingly exclaim with Horace^ 

Aim sum qualis eram batue sub regno CynartB. 

The recollection of his past joys has not soured 
the channels of his sjixii^aftvtlic w\\. ^^^^ 
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fni Wfite tlii& jas an excuse for 
1)ut as ^due qualification of ihe eventual ten- 
dencies i>£ a liTely nature. Then let the grizette& 
of Piccadilly pass muster without an anathema 
iroin hjp^crisy^ or the Tat)ernacle. 
\ Thus common rumour isthejmttress ofmalic^ 
the nurse of j our nalists, and a etenmon liar^ tm^ 
wllose mslignast influence none are exempt. ISbk 
iidnor ' of a^ Af oirsi : the courage of a Wellesley^ 
'teid the faSeiaveflkdireeted philanthropy of a Ito^t' 
Siilfy/'caniiot'secfttre them fromlier empoisoned 
lliafts)<^Iie' rests her lever^ with cruel addresil^, 
iipoii the dltom of a* fact;, and moves a V^nrld of 
t&iEtfac<^ firotn ita^st basis 1 She hlew her de^ 
ti^ive clarkNi fr^c^i the shores of Iberii^ iM 
pallid forth 41 naiion'^ de^s of profiilessladrefi' 
iwijibefbre t&e prrasises of the engagemehivrene 
li»%i iindefstdjod ! :>;; o 

( it"is with^^ vietr of tearing the mask frorii 
^be^ifaeeofwisrepreeeniatiM^ Mid exhibiting the 
«0lual state of the pttblie mind in Spain^ that I 
Iba^e t)i|l>)ish^ the fbllowitig irrefragable testis 
ilMnieir. If they should lead to the s^vice of 
^f eouiitry^ by removing its fatal prejudices, I 
idmll Mil Imve bestowed a few hours in vain. 
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THE 



BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN 



You. have earnestly requested me to furnish you 
with as correct a detail of our proceedings in 
Spain^ during . the last unfortunate military expe- 
dition in, that country, as comes within my power : 
Being attached to an essential department in that 
armament^ I shall candidly lay before you so much 
as I deem consistent with duty^ and individual 
delicacy; and I shall fulfil this desire with an in- 
creased satisfaction^ in order to refute many incor- 
rect statements which have been offered to the 
Public, through the Journals of London, and 
more particularly the OflSciat Bulletins of the 

French Government. 

« . • - 

We sailed from Fklmouth,. on Sunday; Oct. 9, 
1808, at noon, with a fresh breeze from N. W. — 
There were 150 transports in company, under 
convoy of La Loire and Amelia frigates. 

We arrived at Corunna, after a rapid and 
pleasant passage> on Thursday, Oct. 13th. — This 
wasi considered by all of us as one of the most 
happy voyages that was perhaps ever made, con- 
sidering the numbers and exleal oi >i^x^ ^<^^\.. 
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As all the Commissariat accompanied the a,nny^ 
yre were compelled to suffer many inconveniences 
and privations^ >vhich would not have happened^ 
had a portion^ at leasts of the Commissariat pre- 
ceded, the expedition. — No rafts having been pro- 
vided to accelerate the landing of the horses^ much 
confusion and loss ensued. Those noble animals 
were lifted from the holds of the transports^ where 
they had been nearly suffocated by heat and foetidity^ 
and dropped into the sea^ 



f( 



Hissing hot/' 



to make the best of their way to the shore : by 
which sudden immersion many became diseased^ 
and were eventually lost to the service; which 
would not have occurred^ had an authorized per- 
son been sent previously to Corunna^ to make the 
necessary arrangements for such a serious debark- 
ation. 

Being one, among the very few, who under- 
stood the Spanish .language, I made it in some 
sort my business, on landing, to walk among the 
people of that city, and ascertain, if possible, their 
real sentiments towards us. I found them reserved, 
and, generally speaking, unwilling to talk much : 
it was in vain that I looked for that enthusiasm 
y^hich had been so loudly insisted upon by some 
persons in Great Britain. They regarded us very 
minutely, but this survey seemed to partake less of 
admiration than envy. The gay and gallant habi- 
liments and plumage of our battalions, formed a 
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striking confrast with tbeir formal and impoverished 
costume: and tbey frequently looked at us^ and 
then at themselves^ with no elevated sensations of 
delight. 

But envy was not the only motive which im- 
pelled them to forget what was due to the laws of 
hospitality^ and the sacred claims appertaining to 
supplicated alliance. Their avarice was a most 
predominant and disgusting feature in their cha- 
racter : — ^the attraction of British guineas had 
so far superseded their consideration for British 
friendship^ that on the second day after our arrival 
among them^ every article of subsistence was raised 
fifty per cent. ! 

Such was our reception at Corunna ! And I 
have strong doubts whether many of the inhabi- 
tants would not rather have seen us in any other 
place. At any rate^ there was no cordial welcome 
offered, but tout a contraire; and those who so 
warmly invited us to this enterprize, were either 
not suflSciently warranted in the measure, or else 
we displayed an eagerness in the undertaking not 
exactly corresponding with governing prudence, 
and ran forward with an offering of kindness too 
precipitately. I fear that the sense of gratitude in 
the human breast is often proportioned to the dif- 
ficulty of procuring the favor. 

Having discovered, by the 18th of October, 
that our confidence in the most material resources 
of Corunna, had far exceeded what it possessed, 
QT rather, what it was willing to advance, Lieute- 
nant-General Sir David 1&a\t3L,Aw\^^\V^'^^^«^ 
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immediately to detach a confidential person to 
Oporto, to raise the requisite supplies.* 

ROUTE FROM CORUNMA TO OPORTO. 

First post — Hervas; distance four leagues; ar- 
rived at 7 P.M. Oct. 18. 

Second post — St, Jago ; distance six leagueis ; 
arrived at 8 A.M. Oct. 19. 

Third post — Padron ; distance three leagues ; 
arrived at 7 P.M. 

Fourth post — Ponte Vedra ; distance six leagues ; 
arrived at 2 P.M. Oct. 30. 

Fifth post — Ponte de St. Paio ; distance two 
leagues ; arrived at 7 P. M. 

Sixth post— Passed through Redondinho^ to 
Pourinho; distance three leagues; arrived at 
HAM. 

Seventh post — Arrived at Tui, the frontier town 
of Spain, in Galicia, where they make the whitest 
and hest bread in the worlds and crossed the 
Minho to Valenca^ the frontier town of Portugal, 
in the province of Entre Minho e Douro;' and 
from thence I proceeded to Labruja; distance 
seven leagues; arrived at 9 P.M. 

Eighth post — Arrived at Ponte de Lima ; distance 
two leagues; arrived at 10 A.M. 

Ninth post — Came to Barcelos ; distance five 
leagues; arrived at 6 P.M. — Passed through an 

' * QKere. — Would it not have been more efficacious, in every 
respect, to have sent to England, in lieu of Oporto, to have gained 
MOJi/ar advantages, irjtfaout a heavy discount 1 
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intermediate post, called Casel de Pedra. — There is 
a solitary inn at this place, where they make up 
for want of company hy extortion, as they charged 
me two dollars for a hreak.fast for my servant and 
myself, consisting of boiled fish and onions, which 
they call pescaduj two hard eggs, bread, wine, and 
fruit. 

Tenth post — Arrived at the gallant city of 
Oporto ; which is a dull, heavy, dirty town, with 
narrow streets, except that where the British 
Factory is situated, called Rua das Liglezinhas, 
which is broad and handsome, 



REMARKS ON THE JOURNEY FROM 
CORUNNA TO OPORTO, 

(By a .Confidential Person^J 

On my arrival at St. Jago, I presented my pass- 
port, and received from the Governor, the most 
marked civilities, and proffers of service ; in grate- 
ful return (as he expressed it) for the prompt 
assistance and generous interference of Great 
Britain, in favor of the dignity and political inde- 
pendence of Spain : and the fervor of his manner 
conveyed an idea that he was declaring himself in 
perfect sincerity of heart. 

After my arrival at Padron, I ate a trifling 
supper and went to bed, but was awakened, at 
3 A.M. by a violent aViocVL oS. tol ^^'^c^^^^^ 
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which lasted half an hour. Every person in the 
inn >vas violently alarmed^ and the practical devo- 
tion on the occasion was commensurate with the 
terrors it had excited. 

At Ppnte de St. Paio I found the best inn on 
th^ road^ although bad is the best. It appeared^ in 
the dusk of the evenings somewhat like the neighr 
bourhood of Richmond Bridge^ and the similitude 
led to recollections of the dearest interests. 

As I passed the Sierra of Labruga^ I was unforr 
tunately benighted^ and lost my way for a con- 
siderable time. My servant^ who accompanied me 
as a guide^ was greatly alarmed on account of the 
wolves and the superior fear of sleeping on the 
mountain^ in a dismal nighty without a supper or 
bed. At length we stumbled upon a swine-herd's 
cabin^ the humble owner of which led us^ at some 
distance^ to aposada; which, wretched as it was, 
we hailed with joy. I presented the peasant with 
five reals and a pint of wine, for which he was 
extravagantly grateful. Our host had a fine sleek 
open countenance, with, apparently> a heart that 
corresponded with his visage. He was a staunch 
friend to the English ; so, after emptying a mea- 
sure of wine to the success of the* good cause, I 
retired to rest in confidence under his lonesome 
roof, arid never slept better. 

The Governor of Tui, made me many ardent 
offers of service, and with an apparent sincerity of 
manner ; yet there was a latent something in his 
eyes and features, which made me doubt him, aa 
to the exitnt of his professions. His gestures 
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were too galticised^ and he became so outrageously 
civile that I sometimes thought he was labouring 
to get to the windward of my caution. 

The Governor of Valenca was less equivocal ; 
he paid me but little attention^ and that little was 
evidently constrained and repulsive. 

The roads in Galicia^ as far as Redonhinho^ 
were in excellent order, but the- remainder of the 
way, until I reached the frontier, was very bad 
and incommodious. That part of the country 
which is cultivated, and which, agreeably to my 
observation and information, includes about half 
the province, was in a fine state of agricultural 
improvement. I was assured by the public func- 
tionaries, and the hosts of the posadas^ that Ga- 
Ucia produces, annually, more than double the 
quantity of Indian corn and wheat, than is neces- 
sary for the maintenance of its immediate in- 
habitants. 

The general appearance of the people, and their 
habitations, is so extremely wretched, ias to excite 
not merely disgust, but abhorrence ! yet squalid 
and foetid as their forms appear, they are gay in 
manner, and brave in principle. The vindictive 
spirit which many of them thought proper to ma- 
nifest against the French, at that moment, was re- 
markable. The common sentiment with some, 
was, eternal war with France, and no quarter to 
their soldiers; but peace for ever with Great Bri- 
tain. If they had been less servile and mercenary, 
I should have given their professioua o€ ^^fA^sSo.- 
ment, deeper considetatvon* 
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The peasantry of Galicia^ do not exhibit the 
same traits of persevering industry, nor are they 
so well cloathed and agile^ as the Galligas^ who 
oflKciate in Lisbon, as city porters and domestics ; 
but they are nearly similar in bodily strength, and 
muscular proportions. 



ENTRANCE INTO PORTUGAL. 

I ENTERED the coufincs of Portugal on passing 
the Minho. The roads in this country are dread- 
fully rugged, particularly the defiles of the Sierra 
de Labruga, which^ for four leagues, are almost 
impassable. The country people seemed to be 
animated with some sentiments of gratitude to- 
wards the English, and possessed some admiration 
for our spirit ; but on my arrival at Oporto^ I 
found all those bad passions afloat^ with which 
Nature has so strongly gifted the Portuguese. 
They were in a high state of political fermenta- 
tion, much of which I am persuaded, had been 
artificially excited : those among them who were 
not well affected towards us, had seized the pre- 
text of the unhappy capitulation of Cintra, to vent 
the most splenetic and outrageous reflections 
qn the British character, and to shew their real 
disposition towards us. The undeviating pro- 
tection that we have shewn them, and the streams 
of blood that we have heroically shed in the de- 
fence oF their independence^ were all obliterated. 
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or charged to sinister motives on our part; and 
when I opened the nature of my imperative com- 
mission^ I soon found that they were actuated 
by a groveling principle of selfishness which do- 
minated over every other suggestion, and extin- 
guished every sentiment of magnanimity in their 
narrow hearts. 

When the amiable merchants of Oporto found 
that I had Government bills, they advanced the 
course of exchange from 68 to 70. — Sir Robert 
Wilson being in the country, I waited for his re- 
turn to the city, to open a negociation with the 
Bishop of Oporto, who had ^56,0(X) sterling, of 
British money in his possession. On the return of 
Sir Robert, from the country, he applied to the 
Right Reverend Prelate for 5&30,000, with an 
ofier to replace it in specie ; but after an inefiec- 
tual negociation and consultation of ten days, and 
a reference to the Junta at Lisbon, he condescended 
to let }xs have ^10,000 of our own money, and 
that was all we could procure by argument or in- 
tercession. From all these circumstances it may 
be clearly inferred, that the ruling party in Por- 
tugal, were not too ready to further our object iu 
Spain. 

Knowing the necessity that appertained to the 
fulfilment of my commission, I was seriously con- 
cerned to behold the trifling obstacles which the 
Bishop threw in my way : but while I remained 
at Oporto, the Semiramis frigate arrived at Co- 
runna, from England, with a large sum of mone^ 
for the Spanish Junta ; o? Yi\i\Oci, ^\t TivvvV^-ixA. 
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took ^40^000 for the use of his troops ; in con- 
sequence of which, I left the rflO^OOO raised at 
Oporto for the service of Sir John Moore's army. 

November 18, 1808. — After my return from 
Oporto, strong impressions of what the army would 
suffer, were forced upon the reflecting mind before 
we quitted Corunna, by the obvious want of ala- 
crity in the Junta ; and the extreme acts of ex- 
tortion practised by the inhabitants, immediately 
on the arrival of the troops; proved that it would 
have been a prudent arrangement to have sent over 
the Commissariat, and other officers of the Staff, 
the moment the Expedition had been determined 
upon by the Government. A double advantage 
would in fact have accrued by their preceding the 
army by three weeks or a month ; for every requi- 
site preparation might have been made for prompt 
disembarkation on the convoy's reaching the port, 
which would have spared our soldiers the disap- 
pointment and chagrin they experienced, by re- 
maining on board in the harbour, a fortnight. 
During which period they were chewing the cud 
of mortification, and imbibing opinions not very 
favorable to the zeal or honor of our most mag- 
nanimous allies, with whom they were destined 
to cO-operate. And this time might have been em-^ 
ployed to the advancement of more precious pur- 
poses, and much more io the gratification of our 
troops, (for never were spirits more ardently in- 
clined to spring to mortal opposition with their 
country's foes,) and a saving of at least 50 per cent, 
ig-bt bare been effected on every contract it was 
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necessary to make^ if that is not a point beneath 
consideration. In some articles this saving might 
have been much more ; as for instance^ in the 
purchases of horses or mules — a week before the 
English arrived nt Corunna^ good horses were 
sold from 25 to 30 dollars each^ which ten days 
after could not be purchased by an Englishman, 
for less than 60 or 70 ! and mules of 40 dollars 
value with the Spaniards^ were not to be purchased 
by us, under 100; and from that to 110, 120, 130, 
140, and even 150, ascending usually in such pro- 
portion as they found the English foible dominate 
in their customer ; and upon which they seemed 
to calculate with great exactness, as by a settled 
rule. 

Though we might, from this little intercourse, 
feel inclined to deny them the possession of any 
positive virtues, candour obliges us to confess^ 
that in systems of craft, we doubt whether the air 
of Duke's Place could sublime them into keener 
refinement! When bargaining with them, they 
exerted all their energies to convince us that they 
were guided, not only by true disinterestedness, 
but by the most fervent gratitude to the adored 
allies whom Heaven had sent to their aid in a mo* 
ment of severe affliction ; and that were it not for 
their galling poverty they should feel proud in 
presenting to us, and honored] by our accepting^ 
the animals we were willing to buy. They car- 
ried this strain of protestation to such an height, 
that some of us had the sagacity to |^tce\\^ \ksaK. 
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they were sporting with our credulity, while they 
pluadered our purses. As the hyperbolical ten- 
dencies of their language and idiom is a strong 
proof (though the only one they possess,) of their 
assimilation to the French character, it is to be 
hoped we shall no longer be outraged by hearing 
their bombastic effusions characterised by the epi* 
thets of nervous diction and refined composition. 

It may perhaps not be amiss, by way of illus- 
trating the general propensity to this vile deceit, 
to submit the perusal of a letter, produced by the 
following circumstance : — A Gentleman of the 
Staff, wishing to save time and money in the pur- 
chase of a horse, hurried on shore to Corunna, 
among the first who were permitted to land ; he 
soon met with a Spaniard who had two ponies to 
dispose of, one of a tolerable size, and which h6 
thought would suit him ; the other was so much 
too small as to have been put at once out of the 
question of purchase. After a little haggling, a 
bargain was struck for fourteen dollars ; but the 
gentleman, on applying to his pocket, found he 
had in his haste to get on ** terra firfna/' forgot 
the grand desideratum. The Spaniard, however, 
(who carried on the business of a sadler and 
horse-dealer) with much politeness and hospitality 
observed, '' That the matter could be as well ar- 
ranged on the next day, and that in the mean time 
the horse should remain in his stable at free bait/' 
The gentleman hugging himself on his nice bar^ 
^aiUy failed not to return early on the ensuing 
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mornings in order to pay for his pretty palfrey^ and 
go off in triumph : but mark the sad effects of not 
dealing for ready money ! — ^The Spaniard^ in the 
course of the preceding evenings had been informed 
that the market for horses might be much raised^ and 
that in a few days they would fetch any price^ as 
Englishmen had a great deal more money than wit. 
He therefore took his party, and when Mr. Bull 
arrived, out of breath, impatiently exclaiming, 
'^ Now, Mr. Don what's-your-name, you pink of 
Patriots, here's your rhino ; bring out the high- 
flyer, and, by St. Patrick, I'm off like a shot." '' Si^ 
Senhor, si Senhor,'* replied the Galician knaye^ 
grinning in his face, with that sort of satisfaction 
which is expressed by the features of our highly- 
cultivated British youth, when on the point of 
accomplishing a grand hoax — '' Si Senhor," con- 
tinued he, walking very demurely into the stable, 
and, with all becoming gravity, returned with a 
substitute for the Englishman's bargain, who 
roared out — '' Why, Don Devilton, or Don Diego, 
or what's your cursed name, that's not my horse, 
that's the little one. — Come, Sir, none of your 
tricks upon travellers; bring out the identical 

horse, or ." To cut the story short, the 

jsaddle-making Don, had by some fatality acquired 
so firm a conviction that this little garron was the 
horse he had recently sdld, that he swore to the 
fact by the Holy Virgin, and all the Saints in the 
calendar ; and as there was no making him give up- 
the point, though the insinuating flourishes of a 
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horsewhip were hrought in aid of the argument^ 
Mr. Bull departed highly indignant. Shortly after 
he had arrived at his lodgings^ the following 
Spanish letter Was presented to him : — 



(A Ltteral Translation.) 

'' Generous Englishman^ and 
'' Magnanimous Ally, 

'^ Mv soul is^ deeply wounded hy the perception 
that you hate allowed the malign eye of distrust 
to gkuce at my honor ! I assure you, on the word 
of a Spaniard !"— nay, 2k Patriot's ! that it was not 
tibe togest of the little h(tf ses, hut the smallest of 
them, on which I affixed the price of 14 dollars ; 
the other is an invaluable horse, notwithstanding 
bis size, he will go 10 leagues a*day, and gallop 
all the vf ay. I have a friend wha wishes to pur- 
chase him, he offers me 55 dollars for him, but as 
I consider the obligation of serving our dear 
allies, who have crossed the ocean to succour us, a» 
a duty paramount to eVery other moral tie, he shall 
be at your service for 50. And as an additional 
proof of my great veneration for you, I shall beg 
permission to present you a saddle and bridle, 
worth 10 dollars at least; so that, by this means, 
I shall m&Jke a sacrifice of 15 dollars, purely to 
coBvinice you of the wr(Hig I suffereid intli6 sus- 
picion that I could be eapaible of takiug an- undu? 
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advantage of the liberal disposition of an English- 
man^ and what is more^ an ally^ deserving all mj 
^ gratitude. 

^^ Noble Sir^ I kiss your hands^ 
'' And may you live many years, to be served by, 

^^ Your obsequious servant, 

'^ Don Pedro YEtks^VEZ ds Merida/' 



It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the 
Englishman treated this inflated ^istl# with the 
contempt it merited ; but it may not be quite useless 
to observe, that Don Pedro had not been much 
mistaken in regard to the English character, as ia 
a very few days he sold his two ponies for 90 
dollars ! — ^When shall we cease to be the dupea 
of the rest of the world ? 

Before quitting the subject of horses and mules, 
it may be proper to relate another instance of 
British munificence, or ostentation, leaving the 
public to decide as to its real characteristic:—-' 

Lord H wished to procure the finest mulea 

in Corunna, to which end, he caused it to be noti- 
fied in the city, that he would pay any price that 
might be demanded; in consequence he was charged 
300 dollars per mule, for such as he might have 
had, by doing the thing quietly, for half the mo- 
ney at farthest. This dash did a great injury to^ 
Government and individuals, as the market could 
never afterwards be brought down to any thin^ 
like a moderate standard, S\tt:^^.^»xO(v ^^so&Nk^ 
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this deserves to be laid open to reprehension^ more 
particularly as his Lordship will^ most likely^ be 
one of the first to decry the ruinous expences of 
the expedition. 

On the 16th November 1808, we were ordered 
to proceed towards Astorga to j oin head-quarters ; 
we were overtaken at Betanzos by Lord Paget, 
who directed an officer^ (by order of Deputy 
Commissary-General CoopeJ to accompany or 
precede the first division of the cavalry, consisting 
of 300 of the 7th Light Dragoons, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kerrison. 

On the 19th of November, while at Betanzos, 
Lord Paget arrived, full of anxiety and effort, to 
press the cavalry forward ; his zeal for the cause, 
induced him to be rather severe on the Commis- 
sariat. The people were truly provoking, and in 
such a state of apathy and indolence, that even 
money failed in stimulating them to exertion; 
bluster and violence were the only methods to 
bring them into any thing like efiicient action ; 
but' as to exhibiting any signs of friendship towards 
us, it was assuredly out of the question. 

On our arrival at Castilliana, the army began 
to have a true specimen of winter campaigning in 
Galicia ; as the only quarters for ofiicers and men^ 
at this place, were barns, hovels, and stables, 
which, having a plentiful number of apertures in 
the roofs, &c. let in the rain, which then was fall- 
ing in torrents. The straw on which they slept, 
was so thoroughly drenched, that every man be- 
c»me eager for the hour of march, to keep his be- 



3S 

Utimbed joints in play, with the hope of not losing 
the use of them, which; however, many of them 
in the course of a few days did. 

An Officer, who arrived late at night, and who, 
from want of room at the officers* quarters, was 
put in a hovel with seven dragoons, gives the fol- 
lowing sketch of it :- — The building was about 
40 feet in length and 14 in breadth, occupied at 
one end by the Spanish family, consisting of three 
generations, and comprising nine persons^ five of 
whom were children^ in almost a state of nature. 
The others were covered with rags, and much more 
indebted to the filth with which they were be- 
smeared for keeping them from the inclemency of 
the weather, than to the texture of their gaber- 
dines. This groupe sat in a semicircle before. a 
blazing fire of wood, made on the ground, the 
smoke from which ascended on a voyage of dis- 
covery among the tiles, to procure egress; but 
effected it by such slow degrees, that there 
usually remained enough behind to blind the in- 
mates of the hovel, and keep them in a constant 
cough : the other portion of the fire-hearth was 
taken up by the dragoons, who were accommodated 
with a wooden bench, on which they sat amusii^ 
themselves with abusing the French, and drinking 
the Ring's health in vin evente. In a nook, near 
the fire, were three pigs, and the two youngest 
children had insinuated themselves close up to the 
animals, and were snoring and sleeping with them. 
The other extremity of the hovel served as a &ta.\\\ft. 
foj: the dragoons' horses, and Wite^ fi\>afix^>\i^wv%r 

c 
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ing to the officers ; a small space in tbe mid-wajp 
remained unoccupied^ exactly fronting the door^ 
behind \¥hich a poney of the peasant's was fastenedj 
on this spot a luxurious bed of clean strs^w was 
made for the officer^ who 8lq)t very soundly on itj 
imtil he was awakened in rather a rude manner^ by 
some one invading his couch ; but this little atiMrm 
soon subsided^ on his finding, by manual scrutiny^ 
(for then all was darkness) that it was only the 
family poney^ who had broken his halter^ and s^tole 
to bed to him ; but^ as the immortal Shakespear says^ 
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Necessity makes us acquainted with strauge bed-fellows/ 



On the 29th^ we arrived at Lugo. This place 
had been better named '^ lodo/'^ or mud; for never 
sure was there a more complete receptacle of con- 
gregated and obnoxious dirt. The troops were^ 
however^ tolerably well off here^ both in regard to 
quarters and provisions^ and the officers were wetl 
lodged^ and treated with much hospitality by 
several of the most respectable inhabitants. To 
many of our officers the mention of '^ Las de 
Prado/' will recal grateful recollections ; and it is 
but a j ust tribute to benevolence and urbanity that 
the name of this amiable family should be recorded^ 
as pre-eminent in kindness and attention to the 
British army. 

It would have pleased me to have been enabled 

to pass the same compliment on the Spaniards in 

general^ but it is too well known by the troops^ 

that they have not deserved one eulogium from us. 

J^or though the conciliating manners wisely 
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dictated bj general orders^ were closely adhered io 
in the commencement^ by the troops^ and that they 
evinced the best disposition to act regularly : no 
bearing (unless accompanied with menace or forced 
could induce the Gallicians to bring forward sup-- 
plies with alacrity^ even when paid at the most 
exorbitant rate for them. They seemed sulky^ 
reluctant^ and dissatisfied^ when the intreaty was 
nccoknpanied by an almost limitless ofier of money. 
No wodder then that the soldiers soon departed 
from a system which exposed them to the priya* 
tion of every little comforts 

The stupid malignity of the people towards us 
was such^ that^ in the march forward^ as we < 
approached a wine-house^ the host^ who was on 
the alerjt^ would quickly shut it up before we 
could reach it; and retire with his family into the 
fields^ or out-houses^ to \void the trouble and 
perplexity of serving us heretics : though sure to be 
paid at least half as much more as they would re- 
ceive from their own countrymen ! When Buona- 
parte^ in his bulletins^ accuses us vnth pillaging 
and abusing the peaceable and harmless iilfaabitants^ 
let him point out what sort of treatment he would 
bestow on such kind and hospitable allies ! 

As Migor was wandering on the skirts 

of liUgo^ he was civilly accosted by an aged 
Spaniard ; when the first salutations had passed^ 
the stranger thus expressed himself :—'^*' I am a 
native of Leon^ where I practised physic ; but I 
have been in England^ and was in the suite of 
Prince Massareno* Since WwX, \^««&. Xs^ "^wa* 
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and served that illustrious martyr^ Louis XY I. and 
a kind master he was. 

* Chere ombre royal^ recois mon juste hommnges 

* De Louis dans mon cosur toujours sera Fimage, 

* Victitne des mechans !' 

^' In the fever of the Revolution^ I returned to 
Spain^ and settled at Madrid. A Revolution^ 
Senhor^ is a terrible medium of reformation; aU 
governments should render it unnecessary^ bj the 
practice of virtue// 

How did you find the people of England^ Sir ? " 
I admire the morals of your nation^ more than 
its manners; you preserve the roughnesses of yout 
independence^ sometimes, at the expence of your 
civility; but you are naturally brave and- gene- 
rous. Your protection of the unhappy Bourbons 
will be recollected with admiration ; as those who 
are kind to the unfortunate will ever be the 
favorites of Heaven \" 

^^ As you resided at the capital^ Sir^" added the 
Major, ^^ during the first symptoms of the declen- 
sion of the Spanish throne, you will materially 
oblige me by communicating the presumed causes 
of its overthrow.'* 

^^ Your question, Senhor Hidalgo, involves so 
many points, that I cannot duly satisfy your cu- 
riosity but in a very cursory way. The decline 
of the Spanish monarchy, like the decline of Rome, 
may be traced up to the corruption of the fountain 
head-of government; for, whatever interested per- 
sons maj.afiirm to the contrary^ it is as clear as 
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that the night succeeds the dominion of the sun^ in 
progression^ that if our rulers are not true to them- 
selves, the people will not be true to them. The 
examples that we may draw from the page of his- 
tory, and the recent events in France, where the 
revolutionary embers are scarcely cold, make this 
position of thinking no longer paradoxical. 

Charles the Seventh, our late King, was intrin- 
sically a good mian, though not a wise Sovereign* 
Louisa of Parma, was a woman of intrigue, who 
used the ascendancy she possessed over her hus- 
band's mind in so unlimited a sense as to render 
him little more than an ostensible King, who 
merely breathed to affix the sign manual of his 
authority, to her instruments of ambition and pro- 
fligacy.' By the aid of Godoy, her minion, she 
assumed the disposal of church and military dig- 
nities; and while they gratified the surreptitious 
vermin of a court, the deep murmurs of the nation 
were unheard. Grey-headed subalterns were com i 
manded by beardless colonels, and the sacred claims 
of gallantry and service were superseded by the 
warrant of a strumpet or a grandee ! 

^' I am no friend to the Salic law,'* continued 
he, laying his hand upon the Major, '^but I would 
have a woman obedient as a wife, and obeyed as 
a sovereign. When ladies rule a State, they are 
uniformly governed by men who are generally both 
wise and honourable, as they are selected to gratify 
the judgment, and not the passions. When a 
Monarch is ruled by his wife, she is usually governed 
\)j men who make the gtalvft:c.^\\Q\i ^S. \kRx ^^^^- 

c3 
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nesses theit paramount consideration. We ha?^ 
had thid exemplified in too many instances to doubt 
its verity. 

^' Our beloved King, Ferdinand the Seventh^ 
when Prince of the Asturias^ evinced such gene^ 
rosity of sentiment and love of justice as naturally 
made the people regard the heir apparent with 
affection. Though he had his occasional lapses 
from the inj unctions of a stern propriety^ yet he 
never waadered beyond the barriers of moral honor. 
A Prince should be something more than a mere 
son of earth ; and though he cannot divest nature 
of her frailties^ it is his bounden duty to make 
them as little intrusive as possible. A private 
citizen is responsible for his manners^ as well as 
his opinions ; and if he deviates from consistency 
in either too much> he is justly despised. But a 
Prince must not feel the whisperings of contempt ; 

' ' he is born for his country^ s^nd should be a public ' 
blessing ; and whenever national scorn approaches 
him^ he may consider it as the precursor of his 
political death. 

^' The clergy, who had long subjected Spain with 
a rod of iron, clung to the Inquisition for suste- 
nance ; not from admiration of the establishment^ 
/but because it was necessary to protract their power. 
Since the expulsion of the Jesuits, they have bee^ 
inore than ordinarily jealous in all governmental 
movements^ as a monk has seven eyes when the re^ 
fectory is in danger. The abridgments whieb 
the Church h^d suffered in other Catholic coun- 
ir/esj BiBce the sceptre of Napoleon, had shaken 

P^pdl guprem^cYj inspired them vjVX\il Uuw ^ot 
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themselveB ; and I fear it is to this source^ more 
than any other, that we may ascribe those, bursts 
of resistance to the usurper, which have b6en ma- 
nifested in so many districts of Spain ; as we haye 
unhappily found in the proclamations of the Juntas, 
less attention to the improvement of the general 
Condition of the community, than to the conti<- 
nuance of existing wrongs. The only secret to in-, 
duce a people to defend a government with zeal,!; 
is to make it worth defending. 

'^ Our code of laws had ceased to be marked by 
a due line of demarkation, and were so mutilated 
and multiplied, that the subject knew not where 
to tread in perfect security. Similar clauses pro- 
duced different sentences in our highest courts of 
judicature, and consequently the judges were not 
sufficiently respected by the nation. — But I am 
talking to a native of Britain, where character^ 
life, and property are secured by the vigilance oiT 
^jury; and those juries must be, unquestionably^ 
wholly independent of the influence of power, as 
otherwise it would be despotism in masquerade, 
and a mockery of right. When the organs of 
the laws become corrupt, and the tribunals cruel 
in their decrees, it is ominous that the State is 
sinking under the pressure of its fears. 

'^ The awful occurrences of this epocha, should 
have their proper weight an^ bearing in the minds 
of princes, to reclaim the vicious, and arrest the 
fool in his career of folly. , 

** And yet not always on the guilty bead 
Descends the &ted aashV 

c ^t 
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'' Among the number of the illustrious house of 
Bourbon^ who lie scattered like august wrecks 
upon the face of Nature; turn your eyes to 
the amiable Duchess D'Angoulesme; the neice of 
an emperor^ and the daughter of a king^ demand- 
ing homage from her rank and beauty^ and the 
most respectful attention from her sorrows : for it 
is not in the nature of fortune to reduce the dig- 
nity of virtue — driven from the splendour of a 
throne^ to wander from clime to clime^ and exist 
upon a bounty drawn from alien hands — doomed 
perhaps, to fepl those keen, but undescribable emo- 
tions of the heart, whic|i >vill occur to fallen great- 
ness, when they perceive that the administration 
even of hospitable offices, loses its tone of delicacy 
in proportion as they decline into the vale of af- 
fliction ! 

*^ But enough of that,'' continued Jie, wiping a 
tear from his cheek. '^ And now sufler me to 
give you a little advice at parting — look well to 
the discipline of your men ; the Spaniards are a 
isober people, and readily disgusted by acts of in- 
temperate weakness. When your soldiers enter 
the wine-houses, I trust it will be to cheer their 
spirits, and not madden the brain. Let the veils 
of our females be inviolate, and cast no ridicule 
on the monks^ whatever may be your predilection 
in theology, for the rage of an offended priest 
Tieyer sleeps ; and above all, remember, when you 
may enter our chapels, thp-t you are in the presence 
of th^ living Gpd!" 
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As the army continued to advance^ the difficul- 
ties which were thrown m its way^ continued to 
be augmented ; as the true English '^ retenue*' 
revolted at the idea of making requisitions^ which> 
in fact^ none but the French would be so rash as 
to enforce^ it is not very surprising that some of 
our poor fellows should have actually perished for 
want of proper sustenance; nor is this to be attri- 
buted to want of zeal or activity in the Commis- 
saries ; for, with the strongest desire to fulfil their 
duties^ and the most laborious attempts towards it; 
yet^ by not knowing the language, they were placed 
in inextricable dilemmas; and though many of 
them had interpreters^ yet^ as they were taken 
mostly from the lower classes^ and having but a 
smattering of our language^ their services went a 
very little way towards smoothing our embarrass- 
ments; as some of thent, moreover^ aimed at 
collusion with the contractors and petty magis- 
trates^ (many of whom, by order of the Juntas, 
had the furnishing of provisions^) endless delay 
and vexation took place. 

On the 21st of November^ we arrived at Con- 
stantino and Sobradelo^ two wretched villages^ 
skirting each side of the road^ towards Villa 
Franca, at four leagues distance from Lugo. ' The 
weather now was rather more temperate, and the 
troops were coming on in high spirits, in the hope 
of speedily joining issue with their old foes. 

On the 22d of November, we marched to Na- 
jolis, four leagues in advance. This is a miserable 
place^ both as to itself and its inlv^\s^uK2c^sK\ *^^ 
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Alcaldi tras a most incorrigible scoundrel^ and 
threw every impediment he could devise in the 
way of the service ; he declared there was not an 
ounce of bread in the place^ but being paraded 
r6und the village^ between two dragoons^ with their 
swords drawn^ and carbines slung^ by calling at 
each house^ he contrived^ in the course of two 
hours to bring in near 200 loaves;— but if the 
Commissary had not adopted (in this instance^) a 
proceeding bordering in summary rigour^ on la 
fnode FrancoisCy the troops must have gone fiw:- 
ward the next morning without a morsel of bread ! 
It is pleasing to know^ however^ that this gentle* 
man has repeatedly met with his desertt^^ for 
scarcely a party of English passed through^ whom 
his behaviour did not lead to give him a buf- 
feting. 

On the 23d^ we passed through La Henorias^ four 
leagues forwarder^ to Travadelo, twojeagues be- 
yond that. The dragoon horses in general were 
now beginning to get fresh^ and to recover from 
the effects of the voyage^ as well as the disorders 
they acquired by the absurd method of disem- 
barking them at Corunna; but ^many never 
tecovered the tone of their muscles^ which were 
swelled and stiffened by the sudden chill of im- 
ikiersion; the greater part of these falling very 
Iftme^ were shot on the road side. This is a sub- 
ject particularly exasperating to my memory^ as 
besides the vast expence to the nation^ it casts such 
an odium on our manners. 

The highest praise is due to Lord Paget for the 
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attention-iprhich he ordered to be paid to these ya>- 
luable and interesting aaimals^ and they vrere not 
a little indebted to him^ I can assure you. They 
usually performed a march of six leagues a-day> 
on which they were always halted an hour^ and 
the men neyer suffered to be mounted for more ' 
than (me^'third of the way ; by this careful ma*^ 
nagement many fine horses were brought about, 
whichj had they been ^forced and goaded <hi^ 
would never have been effective. 

On the ^ih^ we gained Villa Franca^ (twd 
more leagues) 200 French prisoners were brought 
into this place: the 8paniard8> though exulting 
over these poor captives, still appeared to regard 
them with a sort of dismay; and on their voei^ 
ferating ^^ Viva Fernando Setimo !'* the lively 
raggamuffins contemptuously returned the cheer, 
with '' Viva la Merdar 

The first division of the 7th Dragoons^ now 
pushed on towards Bembibu, on Iheir way to As- 
torga ; but when within a league of the first place, 
they were met by an express, with orders for them to 
fall back upon Cacabello, avillage> one league and a 
half in front of Villa Franca ; this order evidently 
produced a strong indignant feeling, in both officers 
and men; and the farrier^ who was just coming 
up, as the retrograde movement took pkce, with 
the forge-cart^ was^ with much difficulty^ made to 
wheel about, as his spirit swelled to be in action. 
In his road back, however. Fortune, by way of 
consolation, threw a poor Franciscan Friar in his 
path, who WW travelling bM\Bit»»%\^ Vj^ >K»r ^^^-- 
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vent ; he seized the trembling priest bjr the cowl^, 
and dragged him on to the village^ swearing by 

the immaculate J s^ that he was a French spy ; 

and when asked why* he was of that opintoti;^ he 
said it was because he had seen the friar' <stop to 
examine the troops as they passed by: the poor 
ecclesiastic (who^ certainly was in a terrible 
panic^) being recognized by the Alcaldi of Caca^ 
bello^ was of course s^t at liberty : and though he 
had been brought at least five miles out of his 
road^ that reflection did not seem to operate as any 
drawback to the satisfaction he evinced at getting 
clear from this rough son of Vulcan. 

Orders were now given to make arrangements 
for the retreat^ but as the Spaniards had betrayed 
80 much repugnance to assist us^ it was thought 
prudent to keep them ignorant of this movement 
as long as possible ; and the informations concern- 
ing the resources of the country through which the 
army was to pass^ were very properly taken^ as if 
reinforcements were on the point of advancing^ 
instead of the main body being about to retire. 
This ruse de guerre succeeded by keeping the 
Dons in temper ^ and leading them to disclose the 
extent of their stores; and its policy was fully 
proved when the retreat really took place^ for then 
they dropped the mask of hypocrisy^ and kept no 
terms with us. 

However^ some days after this^ it was again de- 
termined to advance^ and the plains of Benavente 
were destined to afford a slight harvest of laurels 
iojtheer the spirits (almost worn down with long 
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expectation) of our gallant dragoons. It was 
here that Lord Paget acquired the adoration of 
his men, in heroically leading them to glory : in 
the phraseology of Bonaparte's bulletins, ^^ that 
afiair of 200 English to 500 French, does the for- 
mer great hcnor/' though this business has been 
very modestly omitted in the Parisian publications. 
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The following Narrative contains the official 
account of the victorious Action near Astorga. 

Downing-Strbet, January id, I809. 

Dispatches, from which the following are extracts, were, on the 
Sth instant, received at the Office of Lord VtscouiU Castkreagh, 
one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieute^ 
nant-General Sir John Moore, K.B. Commander in Chief of his 
Mqfest^s Forces employed in Spain. 

Benevente, December^ 1808. 

Since I had the honor to address you upon the l6th, from Toro, 
the army has been ahnost constantly marching through snow> and 
with cold that has been very intense. The weather, within these 
few days, has turned to rain, which is much more uncomfortable 
than the cold, and has rendered the roads almost impassable. On 
the 21st, the army reached Sahagun; it w^s necessary to halt there 
in order to refresh the men, and on account of provisions. The 
information I received was, that Marshal Soult was at Saidana 
with about 1 6,000 men,with posts along the river fromGuarda to 
Carrion. 

The army was ordered to march in two colunms at eight o'clock 
on the night of the 23d, to force the bridge at Carrion, and from 
thence proceed to Saidana. At six o'clock that evenings I ler 
cei ved informatioa that coosidet^le TOsiQXCft\&j^>ofi^ ^nxci^^-^ 
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Gamon Crom Pakocki, and m fetter from the Marquis de la Bo« 
mana informed me» tl^at the French were advanciog from Madrid^ 
either to Valladolid or Salamanca. It was evident that it was too 
late to prosecute the attempt upon SouIt» that I must be satined 
with the diversion I had occasioned, and that I had no time to 
lose to secure my retreat. ^ 

i The next mominfy Lieutenant^General Hope, vritfa bw 4^wn 
division, and that of Lieutenant-Geperal Eraser, inarcbed to Ma^ 
jorga. I sent Sir David Baird, with his division, to pass the river 
at Valmira, and followed Lieutenant-General Hope on the 25th, 
with the reserve and the light brigades, by Majorga, Valderas, to 
Benevente. The cavalry, under Lord Paget, followed the reserve 
on the 26th ; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday. 
We continue our march on Astorga. Generals Hope and Eraser 
are already gone on ; Sir David Baird pi^eeds to-morrow from 
Valencia ; and I shall leave this, with the reserve, at the same 
time ; Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry, to give us notice 
of the 9ppto?icb of the fsemy; hitherto thdr infimtry have not 
^me up, but they are near, bud ibe cavalry is round us in 
great numbers ; they are checked by our cavalry, which have oIh 
tained, by their sfnrit and enterprise, an ascendancy over that 
of the French, which nothing but great superiority of numbers on 
their part will get the better of. 

The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at great 
risk to ourselves, has been complete ; it remains to be seen what 
advantage the Spaniards in the South will be able to take of it; 
but the march of Hie French on Badajoz was stopped when its 
advanced guard had reached Talavdra de la Reine, and every 
thing disposeabfe id now turned m this direction. 

The only part of the army which has been hitherto engaged with 
the enemy, has been the cavalry, and it is impossible for me to 
say too much in their praise. I mentioned to your Lordship, in 
ihy letter of the l6th, the success Brigadier-General Stewart had 
met with in defeating a detachment of cavalry at Rueda. Suice 
that, few days have passed without his taking or killing different 
{forties of the French, generally superior in force to those which 
attacked them. On the march to Sahagun, Lord Paget had in- 
formatioB oftbi Of seven himdied cavalryVing in that town. He 
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marched on tbe night of the 20th, irom gome vilhges where he 
was posted, in front of the enemy, at jM[sg<nrga,, with the ipth and 
15th Huzzars. The 10th marched strait to the town, whilst 
Lord Paget, with the 15th, endeavoured to turn it. Unfortunately 
it fell m with a patrol, one of whom escaped, and gave the alarm. 
By this means tbe French had time to form on the outside of the 
town before Lord Paget got round. He immediatdy chaiged 
Aem, beat them, and took from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongsl 
whom were two Lieutenant-Colonds and eleven officers, with tlw 
lost mi our part, of m or eight men, and perhaps twenty woundedi 
There have been taken by the cavalry from 400 to 500 Frendi, 
beaidea a ponsiderable number killed :r-^this since we begun our 
mardh from Salamanca. On his march from Sahagun, on ths 
20th, L(»d Paget, with two squadrons of ihe 10th, attacked a 
detachment of cavalry at Majorga, killed twenty, and took above 
100 prisoners. Our cavalry is very siq^erior in quality to any tbe 
French have; and the right ^irit has been infused into them by 
tlie examf^ and instruction of their two leaders^ Lord Paget and 
Brigadier-General Stewart. 

1. Astorga, December 31, 1808. 

I arrived here yesterday. iMiyor-General Fnuier, with his divir 
sion will be at Villa Franca this day, and will proceed on to Lugo. 
Lieutenant-General Hope, with his division, stopped yesterday two 
leagues from this, and proceeds this morning, followed by Sir 
David Baird. The two flank brigades go by the road to Penfe* 
rada. I shall follow, with the reserve and cavalry, to Villa 
Franca, either this night or to-morrow morning, according as I 
hear the approach of the French. The morning Lmarched from 
Benevente, seven squadrons of Bonaparte's Guards passed the 
river at a ford above the bridge. They were attacked by Briga- 
dier-General Stewart, at the head of the piquets of the 18th, and 
3d German Light Dragoops, and driven across the ford. Their 
Colonel, a Greneral of Division, Lefebre, was taken, together with 
about 70 officers and men. 

The afiair was well contested. The numbers with which Bri- 
gadier-General Stewart attacked were inferior to the Fc«»&V\ ^S& 
the corps of tbe greatest di«iajcX*tc m liSassa «PEBPi\ XsvaX'^oR. ««s^- 
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riorify of the British was, I am told, very conspicuous. I iticIoie» 
^or your Lordship's satisfiictioiif Lord Paget's report of it. 

Benevente, December 29, 1808. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you> that about nine o'clock this 
morning I received a report that the enemy's cavalry was in the act 
of crossing the river at the ford near the bridge. I immediately 
sent down the piquets of the night, under Lieutenant-Clolcmet 
Otway, of the 18th. Having left orders that the cavalry should 
repair to their alarm-posts, I went forward to reconnoitre,, and 
found four squadrons of the Imperial Guards formed, and skir* 
midhing with the piquets and other cavalry in the act of passing. 
I sent for the 10th Huzzars, who, having arrived, Brigadier-General 
Stewart immediately placed himself at the head of the piquets, and, 
with the utmost gallantry, attacked. The 10th Huzzars sup- 
ported in the most perfect order. 

The result of the af&ir, as far as I have yet been able to collect, 
is about 30 killed, 25 wounded, 70 prisoners, and about the same 
number of horses. 

It is impossible for me to avoid speaking in the highest terms of 
all those engaged. Lieutenant-Colonel Otway and Major Bagwell 
headed the respective night piquets. The latter is slightly 
wounded. The utmost zeal was conspicuous in the whole of my 
Staff; and I had many Volunteers from head-quarters, and other 
Officers of your array. — ^Amongst the prisoners is the General of 
Division, Lefebre, (who commands the cavalry of the Imperial 
Guard) and two Captains. Our loss is, I fear, nearly 50 men 
killed and wounded. I will send a return the moment I can collect 
the reports* 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) PagbT, Lieutenant-General. 

To LUsutenant'General Sir •/. Moore, K.B. 

1 have forwarded the prisoners to Baniza. On the other side of 
the river the enemy formed again, and at this instanf three guns of 
Captain Donovan's troop arrived^ which did connderable execu- 
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CAPTURE OF GENERAL LEFEBYRE,) 

jr.. 

J?^ — -r- Grisdale, a Private in the lOth'Dra^Oi 




About one hundred and fifty of iheiKHh-jdra^ 
g^obs^ ajid the dl'a^cMms of the 7tfay -Weie sudd^y 
opfiosed to about twelve hundred of the enemy's 
catraSry^ chiefly composed of Imperial Guards^, \fell 
nounted^ and commanded by Lefqbvl'e. The ioy9^ 
of Benevente veaa at a shoit :d]3tance in the nar^ > 
JLs ike British had tfas sagacity^ in this instance> 
to destroy the bridge, tfaq raemy yf&te forced td 
wade thrc^c^ the river^ . which they did> with 
great aSacrii^^^^ for the purpose of compelling the 
British detacbfaient to. surrender. They adyanced 
in one solid >and ' compact line against the BritisU 
force^ to mbIhH i^ea[p> with a^gejieiiBll^l ley ifiteni 
their carbines. T9ie Brtfeish]^ .who: wae led oil l^f 
Ms^or Quintain of the 10th, rwidutelyi awaited 
their approach, iand recei/ired^th^ir Are,. vifxuAi 
tiappily^ did bttttittie^exec«tioi|. The Tollq^r mi^ 
tto sooner giTedi, ithah auvcbrder .i^as issued fop Hm 
British to charge/^ which the^'did with thai ordeai 
aodiinpotttostty wiids insured sudaess* ^ Theyccil 
tbdir way coflopietely through the e»emy'aliv^'aBd 
then shewei' a broad fSnoirt t6 htm in the dpposiiq 
directiion, ^Vho: breach;: 'in 4^ intarim, fa^viog 
fac€Ji aboiity iclhsed ^theif ranks^ taiid pi;it themsel yes 
again in good obder for theloontest. A second 
charge wits tiien ipade by the British, which wii 
more siiccesscful than the Ibrmer^ for the Ft^qsJ^ 

WOFO; thrown ifttO €OUfu«MW^ wA^2j» t»S?Q»ji^"'^S^H*^Bk 
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followed was terrible. It was at this time that 
Grisdale beheld the French Commander^ accom*- 
panied by two trumpeters^ hurrying from the field 
of action^ and followed by two privates of the 7th, 
iniiot pursuit. The French Commander's horse 
outstripped those of the trumpeters, as did Gris'- 
dale's those of the 7th ; so that, as the General lost 
the companions of his flight, Grisdale had the 
good fortune to pursue him single-handed. The 
Qtmeral fled along ithe serpentine margin of the 
river, and thereby lost much ground, of which 
Grisdale took advantage, and by cutting acrods from 
angle to angle, he at lengthy after a rapid chace of 
two miles> succeeded in getting -in his front. The 
General now, from necessity, checked his horse; 
but ' betraying symptoms of resistance, Grisdale 
instantly Wetted^ and discharged his carbine, the 
ball of wbick' slightly v^bunded hisi adversary oh 
the cheek. Tbuninsuecessful in his aim, Grisdale 
vmSi preparing: to defend himself with his sword, 
(hit pistols having been previously discharged) 
wben, io his surpirise,^ :he beheld Lefebvre throw 
Ujt jword away> as a.itoken of «iiirreiider. This 
gasre Grisdale time to xe-loid his ctorbine, which 
having: done; he advanced to the General; took'thi^ 
pistols ;from' his holsters, the sash [from about his 
^raist, and having dismounted, sAatchod up the cast 
away sword ; then re-seating himself in the saddle, 
ha turned the rein of the Generar« bridle over the 
horse's head, and so conducted him to the British 
araoy: . the main body of vdiich, at tiiiat time, was 
€bmiag up. Grisdale had too muthi lnweet \^cidft 



to demand the General's watch and money^ hut ^ 
private of the 7th^ who was less scrupulous and 
exalted in his ideas^ did the General that favor 
before he reached the British lines. Grisdale gave 
the sash^ sword^ and pistols^ to his Colonel^ (Leigh) 
to have them transmitted to his beloved Coin-^ 
mander^ the Prince of Wales. Grisdale has re- 
cently been raised to the rank of corporal^ as the 
first step only of more considerable promotion.-^ 
He is an exceedingly well made^ well looking man : 
his countenance is ruddy and expressive^ and 
strongly indicates that he possesses that intrepid 
spirit which should^ at all times^ distinguish the 
Briton and the soldier. He is a native of Grace- 
stocky in Cumberland ; his age is twenty-four. 
He has a mother livings to whom he is most affec- 
tionately atteched; and where filial piety exists^ 
we seldom look for human courage in vain. 



Notwithstanding this coup d' eclat ^ it seamed des- 
tined that our retreat should be attetided with every 
possible disadvantage that Nature coul4 throw in 
our way* The weather was so inclenient^ that thei 
oldest Galician livings does not remember so severe a 
season. Wind/rain^ and even hail^ pelted around us ; 
and .to add to our distresises^ the greater part of the 
officers had lost their cloaks^ great coats^ and lineUj 
as the muleteers to whose care they were confided^ 
had all scampered to the mountains on the approach 
of the French cavalry^ and left SOO of their mules 
to be quietly plundered by the enemy ! Now v'^^^st- 
ther this mishap arose from l\ke %\x%sgKi>iiw^ ^^ ^^'» * 

1^% 



•r haired, or knayery, is yet uodetermined. Soma 
of our dragoons endeavoured to drive those inde^ 
pendent animaU forward, hut even the stroke of 
the sabre had no effect, when their masters bad for-^ 
sakenthem. Unhappily, they were not linguists, 
like Balaam's appendage, and could not, or would 
not, comprehend the British word of commwd. 
. Between Benevente and Astorga, and Y iUa Fraojca, 
and Lugo, the retreating army were literally cfM3»« 
polled to cut a passage through the snow ! 
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THE SPANISH LADIES. 

The Spanish ladies, in general, are petite, but 
lively, and by no means subject to those ungene^ 
tous restrictions in social agency that they were 
in more remote times. — ^Thetr topversatioh is witty 
and agreeable/ and tiieir eyes both block and bril* 
liant, yet ihe contoufr of the face is riot peculiarly 
striking; their similitude to the Portuguese is 
very apparent. 

Coming out of the church of Astorga, where 
I had been to witness tiie celebration of High 
Mass, I perceived a bona Dea of more than or«* 
dinary interest, tripping gracefully on a narrow 
path that meandered through the ordure of the 
streets, in blue satin pantoufles ; she was followed 
by an old attendant, or duenna, who carried a 
/argie rosary oa ber arra^ and looked %a devout as 
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fitemt tJr8Ula> in penance. The younger Ibnale 
mppfeared to be made of '' metal more attraetive,'' 
and not whdlly unwilling io be a sinner in am- 
bnsfa-^'^^ver and anon^ she lifted up the atigle of the 
veil that concealed her beiutj^ and iieemed to re- 
connoitre my person from under the pent-houito 
of her eye ; when she darted a glance of such fierce 
ci^tiTatioDj as might fascinate a trout in the 
stream. 

On Iier fair breast a sparkling cross she wore« 
Wbich Jews might kiss^ and Infldeb adore. 



. Having some leisure^ I slipped two pistorines into 
the old woman's hand (which appeared to opeii^ 
and receive the douceur, as it were by instinct). 
She understood my meaning, and allured me with 
her fan, to follow her : I obeyed her signals^ until 
we arrived at a house in a narrow street, which I 
saw my charming incognita enter, as light as a 
fairy :< the ancient lady continuing her silent in- 
structions, I followed them up stairs, into a spa- 
cious, but comfortless apartment : decorated with 
the portraits of an adust Bruno, and a noviciate 
nun : a few chairs, an immense marble slab, with 
massy gilt feet, a sofa, a chafing dish with the re^- 
duum of coals, yet warm, and a crucifix, and Sah 
Vator Mundi affixed in a niche of the wall. 

I made my apology to the lady, in French, 
which luckily she understood perfectly well ; and 
after desiring me io be seated, spoke thus, be-* 
fore the duenna: — '^ Senhor, you are a stranger, 
and a friend, and in such characters you are ea- 
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titled to my respect ; but as I perceive^ by the nofif 
ehalance of your manner^ that you may be mcliued 
to think too lightly of my decorum^ I must inform 
you that I have limits to my civilities : although I 
am not a sworn enemy to refined gallantry (here the 
duenna gave me a nod of encouragement) ; were 
there no fools enamoured of beauty^ female rq)U- 
tation wQuld not have suffered in the contemplation 
of the moralist ; by giving them the custody of 
what they are unable to appreciate^ their vanity 
becomes paramount^ and the world hears that 
faux pas, which adds not to the health of the 
listener^ while it abridges the circulation of joy. 
Discretion is the attribute of man^ and although it is 
made but a minor virtue in the catalogue, it is fre^ 
quently the guardian of all the rest ; with it, the 
sensibilities of love are never outraged ; but with- 
out it, the finer threads of the heart become un- 
ravelled, and all its delicate texture falls to ruin ! 

^^ I have often pondered on the declaration of the 
French Censor — ^ Sans la discretion^ la societS 
civile n*est qu'une fatigue et un enibarras ; car ilfaut 
etre toiyours attentif sur soi, pour ne rien laisser 
echapper devant des personnes indifferentes, ^ qui en 
pourroient faire un mauvais usage, soit en re^ 
levant ce qu'on leur confie, ou eny qjoutant de leur 
chef des circonstances aquoi Von n* a jamais pense * 

At the conclusion of this polished quotation^ 
she gracefully beckoned the ancient Sybil from the 
viranda, to retire, and prepare some chesnuts and. 
Malaga for the Cavalier. As the she-dragon of re- 
putation receded^ she gave me a kind of flyipg. 
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courtesy^ or Parthian salute : sigmfying, hy the 
movement of her htad^ a species of congratulationr 
at my excellent good fortune. « 

. '^ You may be surprised^ Senhor/' continued 
the Donna, ^' at this condescension ; but I view 
you in the light of a national deliverer ! — You are 
a soldier and an Englishman^ and must be noble 
and liberal by inheritance ; (here I bowed my 
bead^ and^ I believe^ blushed.) I am a widow: 
ipj late husband was a Knight of the Holy Ghost-**-^ 
a Castilian by births and his/ honor was as spotless 
^A Alpine snows ! How proud he would have beeur 
to have congratulated a magnanimous ally within 
his own walls !^-«-That is a charming topaz on your 
fing^ Senhor; the Princess of Monaco had its 
twin-brother. — I think it might fit my fingelr— 
with your permission^— &^n A&/»gi-"^0?^ ! fidon.*'-^ 
(Here the MS; was obliterated.) ,• 

- While quartered at the convent of Sobrado^ we 
had frequently occasion to use the influence of the 
Monks^ in procuring some essential requisites for 
the sick ; and to smooth and further ouf designs, 
we often visited the church during mass.* On one 
of these events^ a gentleman^ attached to the Com*^^ 
missariat^ observed an old woman, who was watch-** 
ing him with more than common attention. As the 
devotees were retiring, she came up to the Ojffieer,: 
cmd tappii^ him geijitly on the shoulder with her. 
fap, enquired, with a look of indescribably archness, 
" if he was a Christian ? ^' •'' A Christian, Madam ! "t 
quoth he, '' certainly. Have you not seen me 9it 
^ftfs?" ^- Ahf Seidipr/' replied tba ^^^scj Ssv^ 
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qdhiUikemj 1 xm a: PoHoguesa, iiid kno^ tlfo 
tricks of jon Raisteiers perftotly welL; 1 fear this 
awakened piety is merely to lN»ib6ozle the Holf 
Esthers ! ^ Tenho meda qui vos ma ce, fat* Uto 
Sot para contentere lOn Padret santos !** 

' • On discoursing «t Sobradol^ iritb a contriictor for 
the AlcaMi^ he^ took occasion io observe^ by tb# 
way of flattery to our Government^ that he kneW 
rery well most of the English were good Cbristiansy 
(that is Catholics ;) but were forced to deny their 
Convictiood^ in order to hold places in the Ohurcll 
and State. '^ K^tng^George himi^f^ '* continued he, 
im lUi elevated tone^ '^ ii a ^oe son of the church, 
bilt he is obliged io stcquiesce in h^res^^ to cc^foTib 
watkb desired of the vulgar ! '* 
^^'A short time before we began our #6treaf ib 
Yigo, I learned with surprise^ that the Honorable 
Captain Percy^ of the 36th foot^ ww etfttfined veith 
an iritermittait fever^ in the convldiit' of Sobrado> 
and that he wanted certain c^rtkfwit : I immediately 
paid him a vidit/and ftflind him in an attic cell, 
belonging to one of th6 indnks^ ^ho wAi^ particti-^ 
hirly attentive to' hitn^ as he had be^ft informed 
that he wa6 a' branch of th^ ilttistrioiis house of 
Northumb(^rland. While I wiis sitting by his bM-* 
side, the jihfklithropi^ Unonk efiftered the eell itt 
trembliifg perturbation, wifii a pallid cotantenane^i 
and di^beVeUed hair ; tellh^ tis, that the Frert«iii 
scbimdrels Were actually at Lugo; shortly aiter 
#hieh^ our olfactory nerves were supremely opJ 
fended^ by effluvia evidently arising fronl fbc^ 
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djnqiefy of tike affrighted priest !^ We both laughed 
heiirtfly at the difyewiflted figure before us ; but 
M a* ff^treat became immediately necessary^ I ques-i* 
tioned Captain Peref On his capability of under^' 
taking the fatigues of the mai*cb^ as the weather 
was singtilarly teinipestuous ; he quickly resoWed 
on aeeditipanyiAg ns, b4it was i^o weak, that he 
could ii'oi? 'MOuAt his horse, without the assistance 
of his s^rVflUt, OaA a miileteer. We lost sight of 
him in th^ firs^ ^^ceeding night, but afterwords 
had the good foirtUne to meet him at a small viU 
}age, called Saint Cregorio, which is half way 
between Sobrado and St. Jago de Compostella ; 
but before our arrival at Saint Jago, we missed 
him agaiu, although we had made so iute of his 
joining us^ that we waited dinnei^ for him at 4 
FreAehffiah's hotel in^ that city ; but we never saw 
him from that iime^ and were apprehensire thdt 
he ftmst haVe been so overborne by inconveniences 
Und indisposition as to become a prisoner. 

On the 5th of January, General Fraser received 
ftn order &enl head*quart^s to regaiii the Cormma 
Iroad; iAsteftd of retreatiug io Yigo^ agreeably to 
the fitst determination. On this they returned to 
I(Ugo ; but great numbers of the soldiers sunk in 
the road^ through excess of fatigue. 
- Nothing occurred of moment for several days, 
but our minds were continually on the alert to as- 
dertain what was necessary for the security of the 

wmy. 

On the 1 0th, we sent forward a serjeatit of the 
1st Reijrals> to obtain correct iirfotm^vs^^^^^^w'^^ 
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Commandiiig Officer at Betanzod. On the 1 Ith^ 
having suspicion as to the course of events^ we i^« 
plied to the Alcalda of Sobrado for carts^ to con-* 
▼ey the sick away^ in contemplation of unfavourable 
news. He at first acceded to the proposition^ but 
came in a short time after^ in a state of alarm^ 
aild informed us that the peasants would not 
permit him to fulfil our demands On this we pro- 
duced our pistols^ one of which I gave to Lieute- 
nant F ^ and girded on my sabre; and at my 

recolnmendation^ he ordered out a file of men^ 
though they were principally feeble and in a con- 
valescent state^ and ordered them to load before 
the mob. Then we proceeded io the fields^ andj 
after a chace of two hours^ we procured a sufficient 
number of bullocks and carts. 

The Serjeant returned on the \9X\x, with an 
order to proceed as fast 'ait possible to Cprunna; 
but that being impracticable from the position of 
the enemy, we determined to go forthwith to Vigo, 
and departed the same day^ at 5 P. M. 

In consequence of this order, we sent off th^ 
sickj in carts, by the direct road to Corunna; 
deeming it better that they should run the risk of 
being taken by the French, than perish by thp 
neglect or increasing malignancy of the SpaniardPr 
It should be noted, that when our worthy and 
faithful allies of Sobrado, found that we were t^ 
retreat, they loaded us with the coarsest upbraid • 
ings; and we saw this event in perspective sq 
clearly, that we kept it a secret as long as possible. 

On sleeping at Caldos, on our way to Vigo, w6 
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took up our quarters at a sorry inn^ where they 
made us pay soundly for a Tillainous supper^ and 
where I was flea-bitten^ in the nighty without in- 
termission. On summoning the hostess^ early in 
the mornings to pay her the bill^ she had the ciTil 
effrontery to ask me, with a smile^ if I had not slept 
well in her posada, as it was noted over Spain^ 
for excellent accommodation^ by all travellerSe I 
was so provoked by her taunts and sneers at my 
chagrin^ that I shewed her a part of my linen^ by 
way of reply. Having surveyed a portion of my 
chemise, through her spectacles^ she calmly ob- 
served^ that her beds were famous for their clean* 
liness^ but that one flea was as bad ai( a million ! 

Sobrado is situated half way between Lugo and 
St. Jago de Compostella. We must here halt a 
moment^ to make a slight chmment upon the verity 
of the French bulletins ; the 31st of which^ states, 
^' That General Francheschi entered St. Jago^ and 
found some magazines^ and an English guards which 
Jie took.*' — On the 13th of January we were at 
St. Jago^ where there was a magazine of provisions, 
but not one soldier to guard it: so that^ though 
the French Government may vouch loudly for the 
common truth of their bulletins^ they must not 
contend sturdily for their correctness. 

On my return to St, Jago^ I had full experience 
of the effects of human instability^ so far as it is 
dependent upon good or bad fortune. On finding 
that the people of this town^ had resisted the Com* 
missary in the act of destroying his stores^ having 
only an opportunity to stave the rum ca^ks.^ «>x\^ 



60 

silentiOj I went to the Govemdr's to procure the 
leys^ to get provision for a small detachment of 
men^ and to render the rest unseryieeable. I dth 
nanded them at his gate^ in the name of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty; but it was unavailing^ as this 
heretofore most civil Governor^ remained inac^ 
cessiblel Finding his villainous obstinacy cott«- 
iinue^ I affirmed that if I did not receive the keys 
ki five minutai^ I would break open the doors of 
the depotj which eventually I did ; and after gain«- 
iog the supplies^ marched off for Saint Vigo^ as 
there was no time to be lost on an emergency so 
pressing. 

Hearing by every succeeding courier^ that the 
van of the French army was advancing^ we hastened 
on with little cessation^ yet many of our men 
were so foot-worn and harrassed^ that they threw 
themselves on the ground^ and waited the caprice 
of Fortune ! Shortly after we had passed Redoii- 
hela^ I first perceived^ with emotions of gladness^ 
a British seventy-four^ riding at anchor^ in Vigo* 
Bay^ from which we were about four leagues dis- 
tant. It is needless to aver> how nimbly we tript 
over the intervening path. On our arrival at 
Vigo^ we reported ourselves to Brigadier-General 
Alton^ who had then the comttiand of that station. 

Vigo is situated on an eminence commanding 
the harbour^ and is the neatest town that I have 
seen in Spain; it resembles an English sea-port 
more than any other^ though it is irregularly built. 
The fort is large^ but out of repair. 

As the conduct of the people of this place was 
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very e^uivocal^ we deemed it prudent to ^oncea} 
the actofll motives for our emlMurkation as long as 
possible^ and we found after^ that such prec^autioa 
had bee^ necessary. General Crawfurd's brigade 
consisted noV of about S600 men. — We were ti^eii 
<m board 24 transports — ^the Alfred man of war> of 
74 guns^ and the Hindostan store-rship^ acting as 

CODTOy.. 

I have learned since I was at Vigo> that the 
Bishop of Oporto would not suffer Sir Robert 
Wilson to get ^y more recrjuits^ after he had 
raised 700 Portuguese with infinite assiduity ; in 
pursuanqe of this treacherous conduct on the part 
of that wily prelate^ Sir Robert marched the mea 
away^ that he had thus ^listed^ but has not mnee 
been heard of! 89 much foir the moral honor of 
Monseigneur L'Eveque^ our holy treasurer^ and 
very good friend ; but the wise of other timei hare 
^d^ monachun non faqit cuctUlus ! 






aiOVEMENTS OF THE MAIN ARMY. 
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(From the MSS. of another Officer. ) 

A GALLANT AFFAIR BY THIS 8£Y£MTH DBAaOONS. 

On the 2&th of December^ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ketrison^ of the 7th Light Dragoons^ being stationed 
at Benevente^ with a small advanced parity of ten 
men^ fell in with a piquet of the enemy's cavalt^^ 
consisting of fifleei pm%i\Aa wA^ %asi oHSql^xx . ^^»9^ 
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oflScers singled each other out. The Frenchmui 
made point at Colonel Kerrison^ which^ by a skil- 
ful management of his horse^ he avoided^ (though 
his jacket was torn by the blade) : and^ in the same 
moment^ he gaye his antagonist so severe a blow 
with his sabre^ across the forehead^ as to bring 
them both from their horses : the Frenchman from 
the violence of the stroke^ uid Colonel Kerrison^ 
from the violence of action. The inen^ in the 
mean time^ had been warmly engaged^ in a slashing 
conflict^ hand to hand ; but the French now fled^ 
leaving three dead on the fields and five prisonersji 
behind them. The Colonel's men how came to his 
assistance^ when^ on raising him up^ they found his 
arm had bfeen broken by a blow given by his adver-» 
sary^ with the hilt of his sword ; but the French 
officer lay dead beside him. 

The following melancholy anecdote is a striking 
proof of the high state of discipline in which the 
Commander in Chief held the army; and^ not- 
withstanding the instance was lamentable^ it was 
deemed supremely necessary^ to impress the country 
people with our determination to uphold a system 
of severe justice: — 

In the march from Astorga^ four dragoons^ who 
had not eaten bread for forty-eight hoursj entered 
a merchant's shop to cheapen some> which he re- 
fused to sell ; when the poor fellows seized a loaf 
and a bit of bacon^ which they ate raw. The 
merchant followed them to their quarters^ and pre- 
Arred bis cowphmt to Sir John Moote> viho. 
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actuated by a laudable desire to maintaia harmony 
with the Spaniards^ told them that one must die. 
On thts/the unhappy men drew straws^ and he that 
drew the shortest was tied to a tree^ and shot ; 
after which^ all the regiments were marched in suc- 
cession round his body ! 

Yet^ in despite of the efforts and wise conduct 
of Sir John Moore and his Staffs such was the flinty 
and unfeeling conduct of the people towards us^ 
that we were forced to break open many houses in' 
search of those succours for the sick and the weary^ 
that we would gladly have paid for most liberally. 
But as our men became stra^lers^ and ventured 
\o snatch provisions in this predatory way^ they 
were generally assassinated by thecountry people. ' 
, I saw many of our soldiers throw themselves 
down by the road side., and declare their utter in^ 
ability to proceed farther ; hoping^ among the best 
points of a bad fbcttiiie} io be taken prisoners by 
the French^ rather than fall into the superstitioog 
fan^ of the enraged boors of Galicia ; who became 
crud and insolent in proportion as we became em« 
barrassed. 

: Diiring these transactions the affairs of the main 
army went on but inauspiciously. Whispers were 
circulating that Bonaparte had left Madrid^ to 
circumvent our pascuige to the sea : advices came 
from Count de la Romiana^ expressing his appre-^ 
hension of the vast designs of the enemy^ and the 
absolute necessity of retreating was now admitted 
by all — ^but the conviction was somewhat too bktfi.. 

The campaign upw awraoDLe^L «^Odl ^Sk ^«^^^ ^^ 



horror its might have sjbruiik the stouteBt itebct 
with despair ; the French mere ao ch^ae m to lie 
able continually to harrass ojur rear; Ahe Spaniajrdii 
in the yau, were r emoying ev^ry aeryiceable thing 
th^ could out of ojwr way^ with all Ute alacrily 
their native indolence would allowi The. elements 
were warring hgaiilsl us with the utmost fury^ and 
without iptermiasiaiQi> for near three weei:8 ! Men» 
women, and children worn out by unceasing far* 
tigue, were lying down by the road ^ide ; some 
with the /hope, of renovating their streaigth that 
they might be «Me to prcMseed ; others^ in a staie 
<>f desperation^ r^otred to end their lingering suf- 
ieriDgs^ by passiirely awaiting death. But few of 
either of those ydiistressed beings ever rose i^gain: 
f<wr! those r who proposed tt> ^ece so completely 
chiiHed.and stiffisned by lyin|^ loif the wet gnound 
during half: an hour/ with. thlbircU)thes already 
4rknofaed> and still exposed, toi a torrent of rain ; 
thai > after :a feeble attempt to rise/ they would fall 
back, and resign th^mselyes to. Heaven,* without 
further struggle !: la this plenitltide iof woe, there 
was no hope of assistance from others^ it being si 
task suffideirt for the most hardy and aUhhstic to 
preserve themselyes. To oomplete the appalling 
spectacle, the road on ^jeh side. was Jjmied witb 
dead horses ; thx>se poor beasts hawing been as much 
exhausted, by exertion as the men, were idiot, to 
prevent their falling to the share of the enemy* 
This wat a sorry sight, which the bulletins describe 
to have beoi so revolting to Bonaparte ! He, who 
could www, .cdtm and unmo\e4> &eV&& «!bte.^ii vrith 
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)iumaii slaughter — ^he, whose voice^ like the man-*, 
date of Bellona^ makes carnage unrestricted ; found 
his nature suddenly shocked^ and his nerves thrill 
with tenderness at beholding the dead. English 
horses ! It certainly would have been more con-* 
siderate in us to have left them in return for those 
of the Imperial Guard which were taken at Bene- 
vente ; but the English are savages and idotaters, 
and have no idea of such civil retribution. Such 
is the insinuation conveyed to the Spaniards by the 
spirit of that bulletin^ which affects to explain thia 
lamented event: though with the usual French 
dexterity^ those sentiments are given to the Spa- 
niards as their own efltusions : — They are made to 
consider this circumstance as a sort of religious 
sacrifice^ to appease Almighty vengeance^ and im^ 
plore safe coi^duct to our ships. They are made 
to deduce from it, '' very strange and unfavourable 
ideas of the religion of England/' It must be 
confessed, if there is little grace, yet there is much 
political science in this manoeuvre ; for of all the 
arms he can turn against us, this is the most 
powerful he can weild, in such countri^ as Spain 
and Portugal. Napoleon understands human na- 
ture well, and calculates with particular precisioB 
on the bigotry and superstition of the people he 
would cajole. 

The military chest, in the retreat of our army, 
towards Astorga, contained dollars to the amount 
of j?600,000, and about £ 1 5,000 in gold coin. It 
was thrown into rivers, caverns, and over the clefts 
of precipices to prevent its falling into th^^k V»s^^ 

Ik 
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of the enemy; and to this circumstance was im* 
putable the loss of our men: many haying 
dropped behind^ undet yarious pretences^ in the 
hope of recoTering part of the specie so disposed 
oC who were afterwards unable to regain their 
respfectiye corps. 

According to the Twenty-eighth French Bulletin, 
1^800,000 francs of this treasure, have fallen into 
the hands of the enetny. 

It was the opinion of several officers of distinct 
tion, that had the hills commanding the passes, 
between Lugo and Villa Franca^ been furnished 
with artillery ; it would have been utterly impj^ac- 
tieable for the French^ notwithstanding their su- 
perior forces^ to have penetrated by that route, 
upon the rear of our army. And this opinion re- 
ceived a sanction so hnpressiVe^ that mules were 
actually purchased at Lugo> for the purpose of 
carrying up light artillery to those eminences ; but 
the measure was abandoned from some Unknown 
catise! 

Had those passes been fortified, we should not 
probably have lost a single soldier at Corunna^ at 
least by the sword of the ^lerny; but this pre- 
cauiion having been neglected in the advance of 
our army, it became impossible to effect it during 
the retreat^ as the impulse of consternati(^ wad 
too powerful to admit the intervention of method. 
All the information that we received respecting thi 
i^emy, was false isnd overcharged ; but We had 
solid reason to know^ that all our movementi were 
faitiiruUy etaveyed to Madrid. • ^: 
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From the same fatal source of false confidence^ 
arose the capital neglect of not getting the harbour 
of Ferrol, with the whole of the squadron. The de-^ 
meanour of the Spaniards did not warrant this ex-* 
cess of complaisance ; and the conduct of the pea^ 
santry was hostile in the extreme; they even po- 
niarded and hung several of our brave fellows 
wherever they could find them straggling after 
food or beverage. Their reproaches were of the 
most bitter and mortifying nature^ and I was often 
happy that the army did not understand them. — 
The women and children attached to the expedi- 
tion suffered inconceivable miseries; and several 
dashing elegantes, who had quitted the safe re- 
gions of Mary-le-bonne^ to follow the fortunes of 
the war, with their dear friends^, were despoiled of 
their accustomed influence ; as those who had cap- 
tivated so many, were themselves made captives. 

It 18 a £Eiult applicable io a British airmy, that 
they generally have too much baggage, but tfait 
love of personal comfort, proved of no avail in 
this unhappy retreat ; the baggage of the officers 
had been mostly left with the mules on the roadj, 
and all tiie mi]»or finery was of course hfi behind. 
Ghent ruffles, silk hose, shirts, and si^rtses Hdl 
into Gallic hands ; and so reduced were the milt*^ 
tary gentlemen in the essential points of drapery^ 
that many of them 4id not change their Hnen^ in 
a hard passage from Astorga is Plymouth ; which, 
added i0 the common necessity ^ sleeping eveiy 
iiigM;> for several weeks, imder the 4»nopy of bea*^ 
ven^ made their situatiou uuewVi^^^ 
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When the ran of our army arrived at Corunnaj 
they proceeded to embark as fast as possible; but 
on the morning of the 15th of January^ the enemy 
took such a position in our front, as made it neces- 
sary to resist, and a battle took place on the en« 
suiog day. 
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Official Account of the Battle of Corunna. 

DOWNING-STREET, JANUARY 24, l€lOg. 

Tke Honorable Captain Hope arrived late last night, with a Dis- 
patch from Lieut, Gen. Sir David Bdird, to Lord Viscount 
Castlereagh, one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
of which the following is a copy : — 

His Majesty's Ship Ville de Paris, at Sea, 
MY LORD, January 18, 1809. 

By the much^ameuted death of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Moore, who fell in action with the enemy on the l6th instant, it 
has become my duty to acquaint your Lordship, that the Frencb 
army attacked the British troops in the position they occupied in 
front of Corunna, at about two o'clock in the afternoon of that 
day. 

A severe wound, which compelled me to quit the field a diort 
time previous to the iall of Sir John Moore, obliges me to refer 
your Lordship for th^ particulars of the action, which waslmig and 
obstinately contested ; to the enclosed report of Lieutenant-General 
Hope, who succeeded to the command of the array, and to whose 
ability and exertions, in direction of the ardent zeal and uncon-. 
querable valour of his Majesty's troops, is to be attributed, under 
Providence, the success of the day, which terminated in the com* 
plete and entire repulse and defeat of the enemy, at every point of 
attacks 
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The Honorable Captam Gordon, my Aid-du-Camp, will have 
the honor of delivering this dispatch, and will be able to give your 
Lordship any further information which m^ be required. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

D. Baird, Lieutenant-General. 
Right Han. Lord Viscount Castlereagh. 

% His Majesty's Ship Audacious, off Corunna, 

SIR, January 18, 1809. 

In compliance with the desire contained in your communication 
of yesterday, I avail myself of the first moment I have been able 
to command, to detail to you the occurrences of the action which 
took place ui frpnt of Corunna, on the l6th instants 

It will be in your recollection, that about one in the afterhoon 
of that day, the enemy, who had jn the morning received rein« 
forcements, and who had placed some guns in front of the right 
and left of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his 
left flank, and forming various columns of attack at that extremity 
of the strong and .commanding position, which, on the morning of 
the 15th, he had taken in our immediate front. 

This indication of his intention was immediately succeeded by 
the rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division, 
which occupied the right of our position. The events which oc- 
curred during that period of the action yoii are fully acquainted 
with. The first effort of the enemy was met by the Commander 
of the Forces, and by yourself, at the head of the 42d regiment, 
and the brigade under Major-General Lord William Bentinck« The 
village on your right became an object of obstinate contest. 

I lament to say, that soon after the severe wound which deprived 
the army of your services, Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, 
who had just directed the most able disposition, fell by a cannon 
shot. The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable 
loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but, by the most 
determined bravery, not only repelled every attempt of the enemy 
to gain ground, but actually forced him to retire, altliough he had 
brought up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged. 

The enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the 
right of the position, endeavoured b^ iwxxBXiei^Vft \.\a?BL>x. W^j^^^ 
/i^om apd well-timed movemeut, viYvVAl y<^ TD5i^^\i^'^^^'^^'*^''=^" 
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ral Paget, with tbe reaevf^ which corps had moved orot of its 
cantonments to support the right of tlie army, by a vigorous attack^ 
defeated this intention* The Ms^r-General, having pushed for- 
ward the 95th (rifle corps) and 1st battalion 32d regiments, drove 
the enemy before hini, and, in his rapid and judicious advance, 
threatened the left of the enemy's position. This curcomstanoe, with 
the position of Lieutenant-General Frazer's division, (calculated to 
give still furdier security to the right of tlte line) induced the 
enemy to relax his efforts in that quarter. 

They were, however, more forcibly directed towards the centre, 
where they were again successfully resbted by the brigade under 
M^or-6eneral. Mamiingham, forming the left of your division, and 
a part of that under Msjor-Geueral Ldth, forming the right of 
the division under my orders. 

Upon the left, the enemy at first contented himself with an attack 
upon our piquets, which, however, in general maintained their 
ground. Finding, however, his efforts unavailing on the right and 
ipentre, he seemed determined to render the attack upon the left 
more serious, and had succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
yilloge through which the great road to Madrid passes, and which 
was situated in front of that part o{ the line. From this post^ 
however, he was soon expelled, mih considerable loss» by a gallant 
attack of some companies of the second battalion 14th regiment; 
under Lieutenant-CU))onel Nicholls ; before five in the evening, we 
had not only 9uccessfully repelled every attack made upon the posi- 
tion, but had gained ground in almost all points, and occupied a 
more forward line t|ian at the conunencement of the action, whilst 
the enemy confined his operations to a cannonade, aud the fire of 
his h'gfat troops, with a vie^v to draw off his other corps. At sU 
the firing entirely ceased. The different brigades were re- 
assembled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and the 
piquets and advanced posts resumed their original stations. 

Notwithstanding the decided and marked superiority which at 
this moment the gallantry of the troops had given them over an 
enemy, who, from his numbers, and the commanding advantages 
of his position, no doubt expected an easy victory, I did not, on 
refiewjDg all circumstances, conceive that I should be warranted 
la departiag from what I kuew wa9 the fixed an!dLi^ieaQio& d^lex- 
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miiiatibQ of the late Cmmnander of the Foreeiy to withdriw die 
fenny on the evening of the ifitb, fat the purpose of embarkatioo; 
the previous arrangements for which had already been made by 
his order, and were in ftct fiir advanced at the commencement <tf 
the action* The troops quitted their position about ten at nighty 
with a degree of order that did them credit The whole oiXhe 
artillery that remained unembarked havhig been withdrawn, the 
troops followed in the order prescribed, and marched to their re* 
spective points of embarkation in the town and neighbourhood of 
Corunna. The friquets remained at thor posts until five on the 
morning of the 17th, when they were also withdrawn, with similar 
orders, and without the enemy having discovered the movements 

By the unremitted exertion of Captains the Honorable H^ Cur* 
zon, Grossdin, Boys, Rainier, Serrett, Hawkins, Digby, Carden, 
and Mackenzie, of the Royal Navy, who, in purananoe of the 
orders of Rear-Admiral de Courcy, were entrusted with the ser*- 
vice of embarking the army; and in consequenoe of the arrange*- 
ments made by Commissioner Bowen, Captions Bowen and Sh^ 
herd, and tlie other agents for transport^ the whole of the army 
"was embarked with an expedition which has s^om been equalled. 
With the exception of the brigades under Major-Generais Hill and 
Beresford, which were defined to remain on shore, until the 
movements of the enemy should become manifest, the whole was 
afloat before day-light. 

The brigade of Major-Oeneral Beresford, which was akematdy 
io form our rear-goard, occupied the land front of the town of 
Corunna; that under M^or-Greneral Hill was stationed m res^rv^ 
on the promontory in rear of the town. 

The enemy puriied his light troops towards the town soon after 
eight o'clock in the mormng of the 17th, and sborUy after oc«> 
cu]Med the heights of St Lucia, which ccMnmand the harbour. 
But notwitiistanding this circumstance, and the manifold deiects of 
the place; there being no appr^enrion tiiat Ae rear-guard couM 
be forced, and the disposition of the Spamards appearing to b^ 
good, the embarkation of Major-General Hill's brigade was coat- 
menced, and completed by three in the afternoon ; Major-General 
Beresford, with that zeal and ability vrbitUx v^ v^^^H^^sfwc^N.^ 
ymuwdf and the whrte tmy, \iaLN«i%1»&!j w^^naosR^ \»^^B«.«fi^ 
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faction of the Spanbh Governor, the nature of our movement, and 
havmg made every previous arrangement, withdrew his corps from 
the land front of the town, soon after dark, and was, with all the 
wounded that had not been previously moved, embarked before 
one this morning. 

Circumstances forbid us to indulge the hope, that the victory 
with which it has pleased Providence to crown the efforts of the 
army, can be attended with any very brilliant consequences to 
G reat Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best soldiers* 
It has been achieved at the termination of a long and harrassing 
service. The superior numbers, and advantageous positions of the 
enemy, not less than the actual situation of this army, did not 
admit of any advantage being reaped from success. It must be, 
however,, to you, to the army, and to our country, the sweetest 
reflection, that the lustre of the British arms has been maintained 
amidst many disadvantageous circumstances. The army, which 
had entered Spain amidst the fairest prospects, had no^jooner com- 
pleted its junction, than, owing to the multiplied disasters that 
dispersed the native armies around us, it was left to its own re* 
sources. The advance of the British corps from the Duero, af» 
forded the best hope that the South of Spain might be reheved ; 
but this generous effort to save the unfortunate pepple, also afforded 
the enemy the o|>portunity of directing every effort of his nume- 
rous troops, and concentrating all his principal resources for the 
destruction of the only regular foirc^ ip the North of Spam. 

You are well aware with what diligence this system has been 
pursued. 

These circumstances produced the necessity of rapid and har- 
rassing marches, which liad diminished the numbers, exhausted the 
strength, and impaired the equipment of the army. Notwith- 
standing all tliese disadvantages, and those more immediately 
attached to a defensive position, which the imperious necessity of 
covering the harbovr of Corunna for a time had rendered indis* 
pensable to assume, the native and undaunted valour of British 
•troops was never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded what 
even your own experience of that invaluable quality, so inherent in 
tbetn, may have taught yop to expect. When every one that had 
0a o/^partuaJty seemed to vie in uoproving it, \t V& ^V&cxiiX ioLXD^^ 
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10 making this rq>ort» to select particular instances for your ap* 
probation. The corps chiefly engaged, were the brigades under 
Major-GteoeraJs Lord William Bentinck, and Maniiiugham, and 
Leith ; and the brigade of Guards, under Major-General Warde. 

To these officers, and the troops under their immediate orders, 
the greatest praise is due. Major-General Hill and Colonel Catlin 
Craufurd, with their brigades, on the left of the position, ably 
supported their advanced posts. . The brunt of the action fell 
upon the 4th, 42d, 50th, and 81st regiments, with parts of the 
brigade of Guards, and the 26th regiment. From Lieutenant- 
Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master-Genera], and the Officers of the 
general Staff, I received the most marked assistance. I had reason 
to regret, that the illness of Brigadier-General Clinton, Acljutaut- 
Genera], deprived me of his aid. I was indebted to Brigadier- 
General Slade, during the action, for a zealous offer of his per- 
sonal services, although the cavalry were embarked. 

The greater part of the fleet having gpn^ to sea yesterday even- 
ing, the whole being under weigh, and the corps in the embarka- 
tion necessarily much mixed on board, it b impossible at present 
to lay before you a return of our casualties. I hope the loss in 
numbers is not so considerable as might have been expected. If 
I was obliged to form an estimate, I should say, that I believe it 
did not exceed in killed and wounded from seven to eight hundred; 
that of the enemy must remain unknown, but many circumstancen 
induce me to rate it at nearly double the above number. -We 
bave some prisoners, but I have not been able to obtain an account 
of the number ; it is not, however, considerable. Several Officers 
of rank have fallen or been wounded, among whom I am only at 
present enabled to state the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Napier, 
92d regiment. Majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, killed; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Max- 
well, 26th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane, 59th regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith, Guards, Majors Miller and Williams, 
81st regiment, wounded. 

To you, who are well acquainted with the excellent qualities of 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the 
loss the army and his country have sustained U^ !\>& ^<t*^^^. ^^*^^ 
faU has deprived me of a vakuabYe fnRnAL, Xa^'^Vftia.Vso^^K^KctfsaKfc 
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of his worth had smcerely attached me. But it it chiefly 4m pablie 
grounds that I must hunent the blow* It will be the conversatiot 
of ev^ry one who loved or reacted his manly i^aracter, that» after 
conductii^ the army through an arduous retreat with consummate 
firmness^ he has terminated a career of distii^uished honor by a 
death that has given the enemy additional reason to respect the 
name of a British soldier. Like th^immortal Wolfe, he is snatched 
from his country at an early period of a life spent m her service ; 
like Wolfe, his last moments were gilded by the prospect of suc- 
cess, and cheered by the acclamation of victory; like Wolfe, also, 
his memory will for ever remain sacred in that country which he 
smcerely loved, and whidi he had so feitbfelly served. 

It remains for me only to express my hope that you will speedily 
be restored to the service of your country, and to lament the un- 
fertunate circumstance that removed you from your station in iht 
field, and threw the momentary command into fer less able hands* 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

John Hope, Ueutenant-General. 
To Ueutenant'General Sir D. Bmrd, S^e. ifc. 



At the commencement of the action^ Marshal 
Soult hrought two field-pieces and a howitzer to 
))ear upon the van of the British division^ which 
^Ued the men exceedingly^ who were waiting 
^ith throbbing pulses^ for the signal to attack; 
^hich, being given^ the 42d, 14th, 95th, and 32d, 
rushed on the enemj with fixed l)ayonets, and drove 
them up an acclivity with great slaughter. 

As night alone prevented the continuance of the 
fight, we made fires on the field of battle to delude 
the enemy, and retire into Corunnato prepare for im- 
mediate embarkation. I saw Sir J . Moore at the tiitie 
he received his mortal wound; he clung momenta- 
ri]y to the mane of his horse, and then sunk by the 
f^S^At side : vmIqu^ field-oficers buxued t^ %i%vrt. 
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their generi^j but he felt the impossibility of con« 
tinuing the command ; he was carried off by six 
privates of the gallant 42d/ and rested upon a 
stone, about a mile in distance from the rear of 
the army; while they remained there^ two shells 
struck the stone. 

Sir David Baird lost his arm by a cannon ball, 
nearly at the same time; he desired to have his 
shattered limb amputated on the spot^ but the 
surgeons prevailed on him to be conveyed to Co* 
runna. 



PARTICULARS OF SIR JOHN MOOREs DEATH. 

By an Eye Witness. 

'^I MET the general oft the evening of the 16th 
Instant^ as some soldiers were bringing him to 
Corunna> supported in a blanket^ with sashes. He 
knew me inunediatelyj though it vras almost dark; 
squeezed me by the hand^ and said^ ' Do not leave 
me/ — He spoke to the surgeons on their examining 
jhis wounds but was in such pain he could say but 
little. After some time he seemed very anxious 
to speak to me; and at intervals^ expressed himself 
as follows: — The first question he asked was — 
' Are the French beaten ? — which enquiry he re» 
peated to all those be knew^ as they entered the 
room. On being assured by all^ that the French 
were beaten^ he exclaimed — ^ / hope the people of 
England will be sati^i, Ilwpe mtj eoMTRA.T^'wax^^i^ 
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was proceeding up the ship 's side^ when the hoat- 
man drew a poniard^ and stahbed him aslant the 
ribs^ but not dangerously ; on this^ a tar^ who saw 
the transaction from the vessel^ jumpt into the 
boat^ and threw the cruel allj overboard ! 

The conduct of Sir Samuel Hood^ in accelerate 
ing the embarkation^ was supremely laudable. 
By his judicious and spirited arrangements^ we 
saved many men. He received several hundreds 
on board the Barfleur^ and his crew and boats 
were continually on the alert to render service. 

Thus fatally ended an Expedition which has cost 
the British Government and the Nation twenty 
millions sterlings and the greater part of 20^000 men, 
hors de combat ; that is, in killed, wounded, drown- 
ed> and misssitig ! — The armament was sent forth 
with the approbation of every unthinking man ; and 
those who thought, were compelled to be silent dur- 
ing the whirlwind of an unfounded preparation. — 
I knew Spain, and the people well, and prophesied 
every evil that occurred, without any supernatural 
pretensions whatever. 

It is imperatively essential that a general alter- 
ation should take place in the appointment of ano- 
ther Commissariat, and in its management^ when 
appointed. Each Administration are bound, by a 
sacred duty which they owe to their country, to 
relax in that system of patronage which would 
make the place suit the agent, and not the agent 
suit the place. We Bxe not disposed to oiffend, we 
are on\y disposed to do good. — How absurd, how 
deadlj was it to lie vell-beiug of ttie wax^^ to 
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depute men as Commiuariei to %iai0^. urbo Were 
ignorant of the language of that nation ! How 
were they to bargain for^ and examine stores, 
who knew not the nomenclature of the articles ?— ^ 
Shall the unrazored^ untra^elkd relatives or de^ 
pendants of a few men in power^ be heedlessly 
thrust into situations of such deep responsibility;^ 
as to include, not merely the comforts, but (as 
it has be^i proved in this Narrative^) the very ex-^ 
istence of our brave couatrymen, while struggling 
with difficulties in a foreign land? — Forbid it 
justice, and forbid it humanity! — It is a system 
that vitiates the heart's blood of enterprize.— It is 
an abomination in the scale of authority, and must 
be reformed altogether. 

At the close of a retreat such as this, who would 
have considered it possible for the British to rally, 
and repel the enemy with such complete effect? 
This fact affords a proof, that had they been brought 
up to the charge while their physical strength was 
full and ardent, and before the native armies were 
dispersed ; that the epithet of folly would not have 
been applicable to this expedition, at least to the 
extent it now is. 

Having taken our degrees in the schools of expe* 
rience and disaster, we ought to listen no more t^ 
the ruinous delusions of unaccredited hope. We 
should rest convinced of the impossibility of our 
isucceeding on the peninsula of the Continent^ in 
offensive or defensive measures. Our manners and 
language are so distinct as to preclude a chance of 
cordial conaperation^ on ao^ l\u.\x% \i^ ^ ^sw«.'^ 
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scale ; hut, above all^ the grand and insurmountable 
obstacle of religion will be ever opposed to such a 
desirable combination of interests. Away then 
with the artifices of those who will continue to 
prattle about the unsubdued enthusiasm of the 
Spaniards^ by way of encouraging fresh efforts,' 
and calling forth fresh sacrifices in a fruitless cause. 
We have offered victims enough upon the altars of 
their prejudices^ and it is now time that the im- 
molation should cease. If such spirits be honest, 
they are dangerous deluders^ and do not understand 
the interests of their country. 

Let the good people of Britain be assured that 
this enthusiastic feelings the fine sense of honour, 
and the high chivalrous spirit which has been 
so long attributed to the Spaniards! and made 
the burden of English ballads for the last twelve- 
months^ exists only in their romances and their 
conversation; or in that of their partisans here,, 
who are led to assert such shadowy and pre* 
sumptive ideas from sinister motives. If ever 
their nation possessed those attributes of sub« 
limated honor^ the sacred impulse is now wholly 
dissipated. They are not only actuated by a grand 
principle of deception towards us^ from sordid 
motives^ but that principle is kept alive, and sti* 
mulated by the suggestions of malice, and the de-- 
sire of revenge. Their watch-word against us is, 
'' Remember to return us the four frigates ; but 
how will you return the murdered innocents !*' 
This was literally the language they vociferated to 
cheer us on our retreat, and the more justice there 
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may be in ihis requisition^ the more dread ought 
we to have of lending ourselves to a feigned 
friendship^ where we are aware some reason exists 
to cherish an unforgiving disposition. From the 
experimental philosophy^ which we have i^ deeply, 
but disastrously acquired in Spain; and from every 
consequent reflection that arises on the subject, 
we must be convinced, (if ^he power to be con- 
vinced is in our system,) that should we have the 
weakness to offer ourselves again, as the instru- 
ments of a Spanish party, nothing but evil and 
overthrow is to be expected in the issue. 

Had General Moore's last dispatches been pub* 
lished by Government, they might have rendered 
some of these remarks unnecessary, as it is under- 
stood that they embraced a most comprehensive 
view of the various situations in which our army 
was placed, from the moment of its entrance into 
Spain, to the time when it became necessary to re- 
treat. They would give an account, by no means 
flattering, of the means and disposition,, the cha* 
racter and resolution of the people of Spain. 



3d 

BROAD HINTS 

FOR 

THE TRANSPORT BOARD, 



* Let deseryed censure fall on the masters of the 
transports^ vrhoj for the greater part^ betrajed the 
extreme of ignorance and cowardice; many of 
them^ as I was credibly informed^ (and which in- 
formation has been supported by the public prints^) 
were so harrowed with terror at the first fire of 
the French^ from the heights^ into the harbour of 
Corunna; that they cut their cables^ and having no 
sail set, run on shore* Five vessels were stranded ;^ 
two of which, however, by the gallantry and skill 
of a midshipman and boat's crew of the Barfleur, 
were manned and brought out, from between the 
teeth, as I may say, of the French batteries ! 

For the sake of humanity, the general bad con- 
duct and want of skill of these people, ought to 
be placed in a true light: — ^to lead to it in one in- 
stance, I shall relate the most striking occurrences 
of my passage home from Vigo, on board the brig 
transport. Success, Captain ■ On the morn- 

ing of the Slst January 1809, at eight P. M. the 
Alfred, our commodore, made the signal to get under 
weigh. We were the last to get our anchor up, and 
before we had got half way down the bay, the Alfred, 
and all the other transports had brought up at its 
extremity, under a ledge of high rocks: the wind 
having suddenly shifted, and was then blowing a 
jg-aJe, Bear! J Wj from the E.S.E. ^ We were on the 
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starboard tack> and making much lee-way^ towards 
the northern shore^ which rounds to the opening 
of the bay; when finding we could not reac)i 
down^ the ship was put in stays, but would not go 
about ; in this moment I perceived our captain to 
be a rank coward, and no seaman ; for instead of 
instantly ordering the vessel to be brought round, 
he quitted the helm and ran forward, seemingly in 
a state of distraction, and with his hands clasped, 
and uplifted, exclaimed, '' Good God, what is the 
matter with the ship ! *' The mate, however, who, 
though a very old man, possessed much more pre- 
sence of mind and knowledge than his chief; he 
seized the tiller, and got the sails full, just in 
time to prevent our going on shore! 

On pursuing our voyage, I constantly observed, 
that when any indication of bad weather mani- 
fested itself, the captain's countenance would im- 
mediately announce the inward perturbation of 
his mind ; and that he usually retired to his state- 
room, where, having remained some time, he 
would come forth, evidently much fortified; but 
as I could not persuade myself that the force of 
his devotion tended to the security of the ship, I 
was curious to ascertain the exact nature of it; 
when watching him narrowly on one of those oc- 
casions, I perceived him in the attitude of prayer ; 
with his mouth piously applied to the capacious 
embouchure of a two gallon stone bottle, which 
was poised on his sea-chest: and from its contetits 
I foun4 he derived the most spirituous consolalvokxs.. 
Fearing, howeyer, tliat l\vei ex\xOTi\Vi V^ ^^fssvOci>e«. 
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pushed this devout exercise^ might place us Iike« 
wise in some danger ; with the concurrence of my 
brother officers^ I ordered him forty-eight hours 
of solitary reflection in his cabin; at the end of 
which time^ having expressed his sincere conviction 
of his impropriety^ we suffered him to resume his 
functions; by which means we obtained an addi- 
tional proof of his superior nautical attainmentg. 
The next mornings about seven, we made landj 
when enquiring of him what land he deemed it, he 
replied, ^^ It is no part of England, sir ; it is an 
nland; and I rather think, Guernsey or Jersey!" 
On looking out, about five minutes after, I plainly 
discovered the Needle Rocks, neairly a-head of usj 
at about two miles distance; yet what rendered 
this man's ignorance the more offensive and aggra- 
vating, was, his having had the effrontery to find * 
faul/; with the conduct of the Captain of the AU 
fred, for steering too far to the eastward ; and as- 
serting broadly, that not one in ten of the Captaini 
of the Royal Navy, knew how to keep the ship '9 

' way. 

After this, shall we affect to wonder that so 
many of our expeditions are unhappily chequered 
by shipwrecks : and our shores covered with the 
dead bodies of our heroes ; when the lives of Bri- 
tish subjects are entrusted so lightly, not to say 
wantonly, to creatures of this mould ! 

Quere. Why do not these men pass a regulaf 
examination at the Transport Board, before they 
are entrusted , with the command of a ship in its 

service P 
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BATTLE OF CORUNNA. 



Notes of the Moniteur upon General Hope*s Letter to Sir David 
Baird, published in the Londan Gazette Extraordinary nf 
January "l^, ISOp; 

[We must not, be surprized that the facts are perverted, as it is 
the policy of nations to exaggerate their successes, but not to 
register their defeats.] 

Gazette. — " The troops, though not unacquainted with 

the irreparable loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but 

by the most determined bravery, not only repelled every attempt 

^ of the enemy to gain ground, but actually forced him to re* 

tire," &c. 

Moniteur. — '' The whole of this is false. — Sir John Moore 
was wounded as he was endeavouring to stop the flight of bis 
troops. The French, at least in their serious attacks, were not 
repulsed at any one point." 

Gazette. — *' From this post, however, he was soon expelled, 
^ with considerable loss, by a gallant attack of some companies of 

the 2d battalion of the 14th regiment, under Lieutenant-Colpnel 
NichoUs." 

Moniteur. — ^^ This Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholls must have 
l)een a Rolando, if with some companies of the 14th regiment, 
> he had retaken a village which was the principal object of con* 
) test. This part of the account certainly did not come from Sir 

John Hope ; it is, doubtless, the production of the same peh 
that has made Europe acquainted with the details of the famouA 
battle of Ronceval." 

Gazette. — " Before five in the evening, we had not only 
•uccessfuily repelled every attack made upon the position, but 
had gained ground in almost all points," &c. 

Moniteur. — '^ This is false, most false. — ^The village was 
carried and maintained possession of by the French. The £ng^ 
lish were driven from all their positions 3 but the action having 
begun only at three o'clock, and it being dark at five, our sharp- 
shooters, after repelling the enemy, and passing over several 
walls of the gardens that surround Corunna, were necessarily 
obliged to halt." 

Gazette. — *' The troops quitted their position about ten at 
night, with a degree of order that did them credit." 

Moniteur. — ^' You were attacked at three o'clock in the 
afternoon 5 you began your embatVL2A\oti2L\.\fcTk "^X.xivsgciX.^'^^^:^'^ 
ycfur aquadron had iK)t tVieii coaK^\tX<t^ S\* ^^^^^> -^^^^^ A^^ 
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had not emptied your magazines (a fact proved by the taking 
of 1 6,000 muskets, left behind in the establishment of Payosa, 
your heavy artillery, 500 horses, your clothing, and powder 
magazines, &c.) and though your wounded remained on the field 
iof battle, where they fell into our hands. We cannot con- 
ceive what worse you could have done had you been beaten ; 
but well know what you could and would have done had you 
been victorious,, and had your statement been true. You would 
have maintained possession of the positions that cover Corunna j 
you would have employed the 1 7th in burying your dead, car- 
rying off from the field of battle the bodies of your Generals, 
Colonels, and inferior Officers j collecting the stragglers, always 
numerous after an action continued until the approach of night j 
and in bringing in the wounded, who usually, after an engage- 
ment in the night time, scramble into farm-houses and cottages^ 
to wait for the return of day-light. You would have embarked 
in the night of the 17th, if your view of the general system led 
you to think yourselves too weak to resist the French troops. 
Such would have been the result of the most petty advantage ; 
but you haye done nothing of all this. You embarked the same 
e^ning, pell-mell, and in disorder. You did not take time to 
evacuate your magazines, to pay the last honours to your Ge- 
nerals, to carry off your wouuJded, to save your four pieces of 
cannon, or to protect the retreat of the 300 men who covered 
your rear, and who fell into our hands in the pursuit. 

Gazette. — " The whole of the army were embarked with 
an expedition which has seldom been equalled." 

MoNiTEUR. — *' The expedition with which you embarked is 
a very equivocal proof of the success you pretend to have had in 
the engagement." 

Gazette. — " The enemy pushed his light troops towards the 
town, soon after eight o'clock in the morning of the 1 7 th, and 
shortly after occupied the heights of St. Lucia, which command 
the harbour." 

MoNiTEUR. — *' In reading this account, it is easy to per- 
cdve, that it is not the production of a military man, or else that 
it has been submitted to the revision of some of the Clerks in 
Mr. Canning s office. In fact you wish to make us believe, that 
you maintained your position, that is, remained masters of the 
field of battle, and yet you tell us ' the enemy,' &c. What ! 
Sir John Hope ! On the l6th you obtained so brilliant a success, 
and yet, during the night you evacuate * the heights of St. Lu- 
cia, which command the harbour,* upon which the French imme*- 
diately erect batteries that ' command the harbour,* sink four of 
/^cfur transports, aud thus give your fleet a signal to cut their 
'es ^nd put to sea I Though an officer In lYw&X^xA^wcCt 
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yt)U htve often embarke^ and disembarked troops. You nlUst 
have some nautical knowledge, and you ought to have reflected 
that on the 17 th the wind might have changed, (a very common 
occurrence) and had the wind changed, and your transports 
been forced to remain in the harbour, under the flre of the French 
batteries, that had already sunk four of their number, would 
you not have exposed yourself to reproach for having evacu- 
ated ' the heights of St. Lucia, which command the harbour ?* 
In allowing that the French troops, at day-break, occupied the 
heights of St. Lucia, you clearly allow that you were then with- 
out retreat, and that, if not compelled to give way before a su- 
perior force, you must, of your own fault, wantonly, or with- 
out reflection, have put to hazard the fate of your army. You 
allege that you were victorious j the French say you were beaten« . 
'} The nature of things can alone decide between you ; but from 

the nature of things it results, that you have done the contrary 
ojf what you would have done had you been victorious, and that 
you have acted, in every respect^ as if you had been beaten. It . 
follows, therefore, that you have been beaten. This consequence^ 
which you wish to dissemble, demonstratively results from all tho 
details of your own narrative." 
J Gazbtte. — *' Circumstances forbid us to hope, that the 

victory with which it has pleased Providence to crown the efforts 
of the army," &c, 

MoNiTEUR. — '* This is the manner in which the English peo- 
ple are gulled. The same manoeuvre has been employed by 
the ministry upon all occasions, and it must be granted that it 
1 has frequently succeeded. Truth, however, will make its way j 

but the ministry will have gaiued time, ^the anxiety of the pub- 
lic will abate, and the administration, after having deceived 
them, will find some fresh means of diverting their attention. 
Heavens grant that the English may gain such a victory every 
month !" 

Gazette. — " The army which entered Spain, amidst the 
fairest prospects, had no sooner completed its junction, than, 
owing to the multiplied disasters that dispersed the native armies 
around us, it was left to its own resources." 

MoNiTEUR. — ** So, at last, you admit that the Spanish armies 
are dispersed, and no longer in existence, and that you found 
yourselves left to your own resources! Is it the fault of the 
Spaniards that you made them wait so long for useless succours ? 
Never did you fit out so powerful an expedition. You ought to 
thank Providence, that, at least a part of your army has beeu 
able to re-embark and effect its escape." 

Gazette. — *' The advance of the ExvVXsJsv ^'or^s I^^^ks^^^n^rj^^ 
aflForded the best hope thai \.\x^ ^ooXJcl oi %^^\3L\sii?^^^^ 
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MoKiTKUR. — " These hopes were just as well founded as all 
those which the British Cabinet entertains at this moment." 

Gazbttb. — *' But this generous effort to save the unfortu- 
nate people^ afforded the enemy the opportunity of directing^ 
every effort of his numerous troops, and concentrating all his 
principal resources for the destruction of the only regular force in 
the North of Spain." 

MoNiTEUR. — " Why was there not any other regular force 
there at the time you advanced ? It was because yon did not 
advance until the regular force of Spain was destroyed.** 

Gazbttb. — " The native and undaunted valour of British 
troops was never more conspicuous." 

MoNiTBUR. — " Our soldi'ers did not find any thing so very 
brilliant in the English soldiers* style of fighting} but they agreo 
that the English Ofificers conducted themselves with the courage 
which belongs to men of honour.*' 

Gazette. — " The greater part of the fleet having gone to 
sea yesterday evening, the whole being under weigh, and the 
^rps in the embarkation necessarily much mixed on board, it 
is impossible at present to lay before you a return of our casa« 
alties.** 

MoNiTBUR. — ^ How the truth forces its way in spite of 
every effort to conceal it ! Mr. Canning's clerk forgot to obli- 
terate this expression of General Hope's. What an oversight I 
' The troops in the embarkation* were ' necessarily much mixed on 
hoard' the transports, because the embarkation was conducted 
in disorder and confusion. Terror made the soldiers rush with 
precipitation to the boats, every one losing sight of his colours, 
and thinking only of his own safety. What must have been 
the result ? That which in fact was the result — ' the troops ia 
the embarkation were necessarily much mixed on board/ 

On General Hope*s estimate of killed and wounded, the 
Mo NIT EUR has the following note : — 

'' You had 2000 wounded j you left on the field of battle the 
dead bodies of three of your Generals, and 800 soldiers and 
officers. We counted them. We took 300 of you prisoners^ 
you did not take a single man of ours. We had not 200 m^a 
wounded, and our loss in killed did not amount to 100, among 
whom there was not a single officer of distinction.** 



THE END. 
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